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Public  Health  Department, 
Crown  Mansions,  41J,  Union  Street, 
Aberdeen,  29 th  September , 1923. 


To 

The  Scottish  Board  of  Health, 

AND 

The  Lord  Provost,  Magistrates,  and 
Town  Council  of  the  City  of  Aberdeen. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Eeport  of  the  work  done  in  the  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Department  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1922.  The  Eeport 
has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Board  as  contained 
in  their  circular,  dated  28th  December,  1922. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  record  of  work  done  that  the  Department  has  had  a 
busy  year.  Every  member  of  the  Staff  has  worked  conscientiously,  and  I am 
indebted  to  them  for  their  whole-hearted  co-operation. 
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COMPLAINTS. 


Undernoted  is  a tabular  statement  regarding  the 

number  of 

complaints 

received,  all  of  which  were  attended  to. 

Complaints 

Received. 

(a)  Choked  or  defective  drains  and  sanitary  conveniences  648 

No  Action 
Necessary. 

85  ' 

( b ) Dampness  ........ 

60 

11 

( c ) Want  of  cleanliness  ..... 

. 235 

122 

( d ) Overcrowding  ....... 

158 

64 

(e)  Dwellings  infested  with  vermin  .... 

186 

30 

(/)  Nuisance  caused  by  keeping  of  domestic  animals 

130 

52 

( g ) Offensive  smells  ...... 

143 

80 

(h)  Accumulations  of  refuse  ..... 

154 

25 

(i)  Structural  repairs  ...... 

. 990 

37 

(j)  Other  ........ 

. 105 

29 

Totals  ...... 

. 2,809 

535 

DRAINAGE. 

During  the  year,  the  drainage  and  sanitary  arrangements  of  39  properties 
were  examined.  In  5 of  the  properties,  no  defects  were  found,  and  the*  owners,  of 
the  remaining  34  houses  were  called  upon  by  the  Department  to  carry  out  the 
alterations  necessary  in  order  to1  put  the  premises  in  accordance  with  modern 
requirements.  In  31  cases,  the  work  was  completed  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

During  the  year,  the  Town  Council  extended  the  sewer  along  Back  Hilton 
Road,  and  the  drains  of  5 self-contained  dwelling-houses,  which  were  formerly 
discharged  into  cesspools,  are  now  connected  with  the  sewer. 

In  the  accompanying  table,  the  amount  of  work  done  in  connection  with  the 


drainage  of  houses  is  shown. 

Defective  drains  made  good  . . . . .33 

Drain  properly  ventilated  ......  1 

Additional  water-closets  fitted  up  . . . .2 

Water-closet  fitted  up  in  lieu  of  privy  1 

Defective  water-closets  replaced  . . . . .34 

Defective  water-closets  repaired  . . . . .40 

Soilpipes  of  water-closets  renewed  or  repaired  . . .20 

Ventilation  pipes  renewed  or  repaired  . . . ,15 
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Water-closet  cisterns  repaired  . . . . . .184 

Overflow  pipes  from  cisterns  repaired  . . . . .13 

Pulls  for  cisterns  provided  . . . . . .15 

Defective  flushpipes  repaired  . . . . . .84 

Basins  of  water-closets  replaced  or  repaired  . . . .47 

Additional  water  supply  provided  for  water-closets  ...  8 

Additional  sink  provided  ......  1 

Additional  water  supply  provided  for  sink  ....  1 

Defective  sinks  replaced  or  repaired  . . . . .21 

Defective  wash-hand  basins  replaced  or  repaired  ...  2 

Water  supply  pipes  repaired  . . . . . .43 

Water  taps  repaired  .......  5 

Defective  bath  replaced  ......  1 

Waste  or  rainwater  pipes  replaced  or  repaired  . . .133 

Lead  trap  provided  for  wastepipe  . . . 1 

Defective  grid  traps  replaced  . . . . . .14 

New  gratings  provided  for  grid  traps  . . . . .34 

New  gratings  provided  for  fresh  air  inlets  ....  4 

Traps  or  fresh  air  inlets  uncovered  .....  2 

Additional  eaves  gutters  fitted  up  . . . .24 

Eaves  gutters  renewed  or  repaired  . . . . .98 

Defective  inspection  chamber  covers  renewed  . . . .34 

Choked  drains  and  pipes  cleared  out  .....  1046 

Choked  water-closets  cleared  out  . . . . .158 


It  will  be  observed  that  the  number  of  choked  drains  and  pipes  cleared  out  was 
1,046.  While  this  number  is  considerably  smaller  than  in  any  of  the  three  pre- 
ceding years,  when  the  numbers  were,  respectively,  2,256,  1,355,  and  1,456,  it 
must  be  stated  that  the  number  is  still  far  too  large,  and  indicates  considerable 
carelessness  or  misuse  on  the  part,  of  tenants  or  their  children.  Frequently,  when 
clearing  out  the  drains,  tradesmen  find  that  such  articles  as  fish  heads — and 
occasionally  even  whole  fish — potato  parings,  scrubbing  brushes,  dish  cloths,  knives, 
forks,  spoons,  large  stones,  pieces  of  wood,  &e.,  have  been  deposited  therein.  It 
has  been  the  practice  of  the  Department  for  several  years  to  send  a letter  to  all  the 
tenants  of  those  properties  where  there  was  reason  to  believe  that  the  chokage  was 
due  to  wilful  interference  or  improper  usage,  warning  then  of  the  penalty  imposed 
by  Section  30  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897.  During  the  year,  212 
such  letters  were  sent.  Although  it  is  admittedly  difficult  to  find  out.  who'  is  the 
actual  offender,  tenants  ought  to  realise  that  it  is  a duty  they  owe  to  their  landlord 
to  see  that  the  drains,  w.c.’s,  and  sinks  are  not  improperly  used. 

The  number  of  choked  w.c.’s  cleared  out  was  158,  as  compared  with  241,  179, 
and  147  in  each  of  the  three  preceding  years. 
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HOUSING. 

New  Houses. 

In  the  Housing  Scheme,  approved  of  by  the  Town  Council  on  17th  November, 
1919,  the  approximate  number  of  houses  required  was  stated  to  be  4,000. 

So  far,  however,  only  156  houses  have  been  erected,  although  the  plans  of  86 
additional  houses — 48  three-roomed  and  38  four-roomed — have  been  provisionally 
approved  of  by  the  Board  of  Health.  The  maximum  number  of  houses,  therefore, 
which  can  be  erected  in  Aberdeen  under  this  Scheme  is  242. 

The  size  and  rental  of  the  156  houses  are  as  undemoted:  — 

3-Roomed.  Rental.  4 -Roomed.  Rental. 

68  . . £27  10s.  88  . . £32  10s. 

No  houses  were  erected  under  the  Scheme  during  last  year. 

Twenty  self-contained  houses  were  erected  by  private  enterprise,  with  the  aid 
of  the  subsidy  provided  for  this  purpose  by  the  Government.  In  addition,  three 
tenement  buildings,  comprising  12  two-roomed  and  6 three-roomed  dwellings  were 
approved  of,  and  these  tenements  are  now  fully  occupied.  They  were  erected  by 
the  Town  Council  primarily  to  provide  alternative  accommodation  for  a number  of 
tenants  who  were  displaced  by  the  demolition  of  buildings  required  for  other  pur- 
poses. After  providing  for  these  tenants,  however,  6 houses,  consisting  of  4 two- 
roomed  and  2 three- roomed  dwellings,  still  remaining  to  be  let,  were  available  for 
other  tenants,  and  for  these  there  was  a waiting  list  of  over  70  names.  These 
houses  are  each  provided  with  a w.c.,  but  have  neither  sculleries  nor  bathroom. 
The  rents  of  the  two-roomed  houses  range  from  £14  to  £15,  and  of  the  three-roomed 
houses  from  £17  to  £17  10s.  These  rents  are  undoubtedly  the  maximum  that  can 
be  paid  by  a large  section  of  the  citizens  for  houses  of  this  size. 

In  1919  it  was  estimated  that  the  number  of  houses  required  solely  to  meet 
the  normal  growth  of  population  was  2,000,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe 
that  this  number  will  require'  to  be  increased  before  the  wants  of  the  City  can 
be  adequately  met. 

Although  there  is  a considerable  demand  for  houses  of  the  size  and  rental 
of  the  houses  erected  under  the  Housing  Scheme,  there  is  undoubtedly  a still  greater 
demand  for  houses  of  a rental  ranging  from,  say,  £14  to  £18. 

The  Housing  Committee  are  at  present  considering  what  steps  should  be  taken 
under  the  Housing,  &c.,  Act,  1923,  as  regards  the  erection  of  additional  houses, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  the  near  future  some  practical  solution  of  the  difficulty 
may  be  arrived  at. 

Clearance  of  Slum  Areas. 

In  December  last,  the  Deputy  Medical  Officer,  the  Director  of  Housing,  and 
myself  submitted  a report  to  the  Town  Council  on  the  three  most  insanitary 
districts  in  the  City,  whieh  can  be  defined  as — 
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(a)  The  Guestrow  district,  in  which  there  are  146  insanitary  houses  com- 
prising 43  one-roomed  houses,  80  two-roomed  houses,  20  three-roomed 
houses,  and  3 houses  of  four  rooms  and  upwards. 

In  the  vicinity  of  this  district  there  are  154  houses — 52  one-roomed, 
68  two-roomed,  27  three-roomed,  and  7 houses  of  four  rooms  and  upwards 
requiring  to  be  dealt  with. 

(b)  The  Shuttle  Lane  district,  in  which  there  are  90  insanitary  houses,  com- 

prising 39  one-roomed  houses,  29  two-roomed,  17  three-roomed,  and  5 
houses  of  four  rooms  and  upwards. 

In  the  vicinity  of  this  district  there  are  40  insanitary  houses — 20 
one-roomed,  17  two-roomed,  and  3 houses  of  four  rooms  and  upwards. 

( c ) The  Shoe  Lane  district,  in  which  there  are  105  insanitary  houses,  comprising 

54  one-roomed,  39  two-roomed,  9 three-roomed,  and  3 houses  of  four  rooms 
and  upwards. 

All  the  houses  in  these  areas  are  either  unfit  for  human  habitation,  or  the 
narrowness,  closeness,  bad  arrangement,  and  want  of  light,  air,  ventilation,  and 
proper  sanitary  conveniences  are  such  as  to  render  the  houses  dangerous  or  injurious 
to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants. 

Outwith  the  areas  mentioned,  there  is  a large  number  of  houses  throughout  the 
City  which  are  unfit  for  human  habitation.  As  the  result  of  a survey  made  in  the 
later  months  of  last  year,  it  was  found  that  no  fewer  than  564  dwellings  could  be 
closed  as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

In  the  majority  of  cases,  the  entire  properties  in  which  these  dwellings  are 
situated  are  dilapidated,  badly  lighted  and  ventilated,  and  are  without  adequate 
water  supply  and  w.c.  accommodation. 

In  other  properties,  only  the  dwellings  on  the  ground  or  attic  floors  would  require 
to  be  closed,  but  these  on  account  of  the  lowness  of  the  ceilings — which  range  from  6 
to  7 feet  in  height' — and  insufficient  light  and  ventilation,  are  unfit  for  human 
habitation.  The  remaining  dwellings  in  these  properties  can  be  made  reasonably 
fit  for  habitation,  and  steps  are  being  taken  to  have  this  done. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  1,099  houses  have  been  scheduled  as  being  unfit  for 
human  habitation,  and  will  be  closed  so  soon  as  alternative  accommodation  can  be 
provided.  It  must  be  understood,  however,  that  this  number  is  no  measure  of  the 
prevalence  of  insanitary  dwellings.  The  number  could  readily  be  greatly  increased 
without  encroaching  on  the  minimum  standard  of  sanitary  fitness  of  a house. 

On  5th  February,  the  Town  Council  resolved  to  rate  meantime  for  one  penny, 
by  which  one-third  of  the  scheme  could  be  undertaken  in  from  two  to  three  years. 
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On  16th  April,  the  Town  Council  adopted  a supplementary  report  presented 
to  them  and  resolved,  inter  alia — 

( a ) To  proceed  with  one-third  of  the  proposed  scheme  under  Part  III.  of  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890; 

(b)  That,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  alternative  accommodation  for  tenants 

displaced,  they  should  erect  373  dwellings  of  two  apartments  each,  with 
bathroom,  w.c.,  and  scullery  for  each  dwelling;  and 

(c)  That  the  new  houses  should  be  three  storeys  in  height,  with  accommodation 

for  6 tenants  in  each  house. 

The  supplementary  scheme  has  now,  with  certain  modifications,  been  approved 
of  by  the  Scottish  Board  of  Health. 

As  illustrative  of  the  difficulty  which  may  have  to  be  faced  in  finding  suitable 
accommodation  for  the  tenants  of  the  insanitary  houses  in  the  three  areas  referred 
to,  the  following  table  may  be  of  interest : — 


1.— Gukstrow  Aura. 

2.— Shuttle  Lank  Area. 

3. — Suoe  Lane  Area. 

Number 

! Average  yearly 

Number 

Averageytarly 

Number 

Average  yearly  i 

of 

ren  al  (incl. 

of 

| rental  (inch 

of 

rental  (inch 

Houses. 

taxes). 

Houses. 

taxes). 

Houses. 

i 

• taxes). 

* 

One-roomed, 

95 

98/3 

59 

92/7  54 

1 

85/1 

Two- roomed, 

148 

154/3 

46 

142/11  | 

39 

153/7 

Three- roomed, 

47 

235/11 

17 

187/8 

9 

184/10 

Four-roomed  and  upwards, 

10 

264/- 

8 

276/9 

3 

269/- 

All  Houses,  .... 

300 

153/- 

130 

134/2 

; 105 

124/4 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  average  yearly  rental  (inclusive  of  taxes)  of  the 
one-roomed  houses,  ranges  from  £4  5s.  Id.  to  <£4  18s.  3d. ; of  the  two-roomed  houses, 
from  £7  2s.  lid.  to  £7  14s.  3d.;  of  the  three-roomed  houses,  from  £9  4s.  lOd.  to 
£11  15s.  lid.;  and  of  the  houses  of  four  rooms  and  upwards,  from  £13  4s.  to 

£13  16s.  9d. 

The  estimated  rental  of  the  proposed  two-roomed  dwellings  is  £17  (exclusive  of 
taxes)  and  even  at  this  figure  the  rent  is  not  an  economic  one.  It  is  obvious,  there- 
fore, that  it  will  be  impossible  to  provide  accommodation  in  new  houses  at  rentals 
suitable  to  the  displaced  tenants.  The  Town  Council  at  present  own  a considerable 
amount  of  tenement  property,  and  it  might  be  possible  to  find  tenants  for  the  new 
houses  from  the  tenants  of  these  properties,  thus  setting  free  Town  Council  houses 
for  some  of  the  tenants  from  the  slum  areas. 


10 


Overcrowding . 

There  is  a large  number  of  overcrowded  houses  within  the  City,  and  the 
following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  number  of  houses  measured,  and  the  number 
found  overcrowded  within  the  past  seven  years  : — 




1916. 

1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

1920. 

1921. 

1922. 

Totals. 

Houses  measured,  . 

1,640 

1,406 

711 

609  j 

709 

742 

792 

6,609 

Number  found  overcrowded,  . 

90 

106 

99 

58 

130 

167 

137 

787 

Number 

was 

where  overcrowding 
abated,  . . . I 

89 

98 

82 

42 

66 

78 

49 

504 

Number  where 
more  than 

excess  was  not 
\ adult, 

22 

32 

18 

12 

16 

27 

18 

145 

l)o. 

do. 

1 

27 

41 

50 

18 

53 

54 

48 

291 

Do. 

do. 

1^  adults, 

22 

17 

15 

14 

26 

36 

29 

159 

Do. 

do. 

o 

" j y 

14 

11 

10 

9 

17 

17 

16 

94 

Do. 

do. 

2 i „ 

3 

3 

3 

3 

7 

15 

10 

.44 

Do. 

do. 

3 „ 

0 

2 

1 

2 

5 

5 

7 

22 

Do. 

do. 

Si  „ 

0 

0 

1 

0 

4 

7 

4 

16 

Do. 

do. 

4 >> 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

4 

10 

Do. 

do. 

„ 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Do. 

do. 

r>  ,, 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

Reference  to  this  table  shows  that  overcrowding  which  cannot  be  abated,  and 
is  measured  by  400  cubic  feet  of  air  space  per  adult,  is  greatly  increasing.  Prior 

to  1918,  overcrowding  which  could  not  be  abated  was  practically  unknown.  In 

1918,  the  number  of  such  cases  v/as  17;  in  1919,  16,  in  1920,  64;  in  1921,  89; 
and  in  1922,  88. 

It  will  be  observed  also  that  in  recent  years,  as  is  to  be  expected  so  long  as 
the  shortage  of  houses  continues,  the  number  of  houses  where  the  excess  has  been 
greater  than  two  adults  has  greatly  increased.  Thus,  the  number  of  such  houses 
in  1921  and  1922  was,  respectively,  33  and  26,  as  compared  with  5 in  1916,  5 in 
1917,  6 in  1918,  5 in  1919,  and  18  in  1920. 

Undernoted  are  particulars  as  to  some  of  the  worst  cases  discovered  in  1922  : — 

(a)  In  a two-roomed  house  there  were  living  the  father,  mother,  six  sons  (aged, 
respectively,  21,  20,  12,  6,  4,  and  6-12th  years),  and  six  daughters  (aged, 

respectively,  17,  16,  13,  9,  7,  and  2 years) — a total  of  11  adults,  whereas 

there  is  accommodation  in  the  house  for  6J  adults  only. 
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This  family  has  failed  to  find  additional  accommodation,  but  the 
number  sleeping  in  the  house  meantime  has  been  reduced  to  8J  adults. 

The  total  earnings  coming  into  this  house  are  <£5  12s.  per  week,  so 
this  family  is  not  so  handicapped  financially  as  some  other  families  are. 

(i b ) In  a two-roomed  house  there  were  living  the  father,  mother,  five  sons  (aged, 
respectively,  16,  12,  6,  4,  and  2J  years),  and  three  girls  (aged,  respectively, 
11,  1J,  and  5- 12th  years) — a total  of  7h  adults,  whereas  there  is 

accommodation  for  3^  adults  only. 

All  efforts  to  obtain  a larger  house  have  failed,  and  the  house  is 
still  overcrowded  to  the  extent  indicated  above. 

The  householder,  who  is  a boxmaker,  was  unemployed  for  a con- 
siderable time  but  is  now  in  full  work.  The  boy  of  16  is  now  in  steady 
employment  as  a fishworker.  Total  weekly  income  <£3  5s. 

(c)  In  a one-roomed  house  there  were  living  the  father,  mother,  six  sons  (aged, 

respectively,  16,  15,  12,  7,  5,  and  4 years,  and  two  daughters,  aged, 
respectively,  3 and  3- 12th  years) — a total  of  1\  adults,  whereas  there  is 
accommodation  for  3J  adults  only. 

In  this  case,  also,  all  efforts  to  obtain  a larger  house  have  failed,  and 
the  house  is  still  overcrowded  to  the  extent  indicated  above. 

The  father  has,  with  the  exception  of  three  months  temporary  work, 
been  unemployed  for  upwards  of  two  years,  and  the  only  wage  earner  is 
the  boy  of  16,  who  is  a combworker  earning  28s.  weekly.  The  total 
income  of  the  family  is  £2  14s.  per  week. 

( d)  In  a one-roomed  house  there  were  living  a mother,  with  her  married 

daughter  and  five  children  (aged,  respectively,  10,  9,  7,  4,  and  1|  years) — a 
total  of  5 adults,  whereas  there  is  accommodation  for  1 adult  only. 

The  married  daughter  has  now  obtained  a house  large  enough  to 
accommodate  her  family  and  herself,  so  that  the  overcrowding  has  been 
abated. 

(e)  In  a three-roomed  house,  there  were  living  the  mother,  four  sons  (aged, 

respectively,  30,  28,  14,  and  11  years),  and  four  daughters  (aged,  respec- 
tively, 24,  20,  19,  and  16  years) — a total  of  9 adults,  whereas  there  is 
accommodation  for  5 adults  only. 

This  family  has  also  failed  to  find  additional  accommodation,  but  the 
number  meantime  living  in  the  house  is  reduced  to  7 adults. 

With  one  exception — the  boy  of  14,  who  earns  9s.  weekly — all  the 
working  members  of  this  family  have  been  unemployed  for  a considerable 
time,  and  the  total  weekly  income  is  42s.  The  daughter  aged  24  is  a 
chronic  invalid. 

(/)  In  a two-roomed  house  there  were  living  the  father,  mother,  six  daughters 
(aged,  respectively,  14,  11,  9,  8,  3,  and  1J  years),  and  three  sons  (aged, 
respectively,  12,  6,  and  2- 12th  years) — a total  of  8 adults,  whereas  there 
is  accommodation  therein  for  4J  adults  only. 
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This  family  has  failed  to  find  additional  accommodation,  but  the 
number  sleeping  in  the  house  meantime  has  been  reduced  to  5 adults. 

The  householder  is  a casual  dock  labourer,  and  his  weekly  wages  for  a 
considerable  period  have  ranged  from  13s.  to  18s.  The  two  daughters 
are  jute  workers,  earning,  respectively,  15s.  and  20s.  per  week,  so  that  the 
total  income  of  the  family  ranges  from  48s.  to  53s.  per  week. 

(y)  In  a two-roomed  house  there  were  living  the  father,  mother,  five  daughters 
(aged,  respectively,  14,  12,  8,  6,  and  2 years),  and  two  sons  (aged,  respec- 
tively, 5 and  2-1 2th  years) — a total  of  6J  adults,  whereas  there  is 
accommodation  therein  for  3 adults  only. 

In  this  case,  also,  all  efforts  to  obtain  a larger  house  have  failed,  and 
the  house  is  still  overcrowded  to  the  extent  indicated.  The  total  income  of 
the  family  is  £3  5s.  6d.  per  week. 

( h ) In  a two-roomed  house  there  were  living  the  mother,  three  sons  (aged, 

respectively,  25,  23,  and  17  years),  and  two  daughters  (aged,  respectively, 
15  and  12  years) — a total  of  6 adults,  whereas  there  is  accommodation  for 
2J  adults  only. 

The  overcrowding  has  now  been  abated  by  the  family  obtaining  the 
use  of  an  additional  room. 

(i)  In  a two-roomed  house  there  were  living  the  father,  mother,  three  daughters 

(aged,  respectively,  19,  11,  and  3 years),  and  two  sons  (aged,  respectively, 
14  and  9 years) — a total  of  6 adults,  whereas  there  is  accommodation  for  2J 
adults  only. 

This  family  has  also  failed  to  find  additional  accommodation,  and  the 
house  is  still  overcrowded  to  the  extent  indicated  above. 

The  householder — a ship  painter — has  been  unemployed  for  a con- 
siderable period  until  quite  recently.  The  only  other  wage  earning  member 
of  the  family  is  the  daughter  of  19  who  is  a fishworker — her  weekly  wages 
ranging  from  7s.  to  12s.  6d.  The  maxima  wages  coming  into  this  house 
are  48s  6d. 

Apart,  however,  from  the  question  of  overcrowding  as  judged  by  a standard  of 
cubic  capacity,  there  must  be  kept  in  mind  the  unsatisfactory  conditions  which 
exist  in  a large  number  of  houses  in  the  City  as  regards  the  non -separation  of  the 
sexes. 

Sub-letting  on  the  part  of  tenants  has  become  very  common  in  recent  years, 
owing  to  the  high  prices  which  can  be  commanded  for  the  use  of  furnished  rooms. 
Prior  to  the  war  there  was  practically  no  sub-letting  in  Aberdeen.  In  1921, 
however,  as  disclosed  by  the  Census,  1,272  houses,  or  3-5  per  cent,  of  all  the  houses 
in  the  City  were  found  to  have  sub-let  portions.  There  is  no  reason  to  believe  that 
the  number  of  sub-let  houses  has  been  materially  reduced  since  the  Census  was  taken. 
In  all  the  sub-let  portions  of  the  smaller  sized  houses  a separate  water  supply  is 
not  available. 
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If  these  sub-let  portions  of  houses  were  to  be  permanently  let  as  such  by  the 
owners,  the  Department  would  insist  upon  a water  supply  being  introduced  into  each 
separate  dwelling.  The  majority  of  the  houses  are,  however,  sub-let  without  the 
consent  of  the  owner,  who  has  no  desire  to  reduce  the  size  of  the  houses,  and  who  if 
an  effort  were  made  to  compel  the  introduction  of  a water  supply  for  each  separate 
dwelling,  would,  no  doubt,  appeal  to  the  Court  on  the  ground  that  the  houses  were 
neither  sub-let  by  him  nor  with  his  consent  . 

It  is,  therefore,  evident  that  1,272  new  houses  would  at  once  be  absorbed  in 
remedying  sub-letting.  For  the  abatement  of  the  overcrowding  shown  in  the  fore- 
going table,  283  additional  houses  are  required.  Further  houses  must,  therefore, 
be  provided  before  the  Department  can  fulfil  its  statutory  duty  of  securing  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  on  a standard  of  400  cubic  feet  of  air  space  for  each 
adult  occupant. 

Structural  Defects  amd  Want  of  Repair. 

A complete  sanitary  survey  is  made  of  all  houses  in  which  a case  of  tuberculosis 
has  occurred,  or  to  which  a person  suffering  from  that  disease  has  removed. 

The  number  of  surveys  made  in  each  of  the  past  seven  years  was  as  follows  : — 


1916  . 

1,475 

1920  . 

590 

1917  . 

1,230 

1921  . 

571 

1918  . 

575 

1922  . 

532 

1919  . 

465 

The  decreased  number  of  houses  surveyed  during  recent  years  is  due  to  the 
comparatively  small  number  of  removals  which  have  taken  place. 

All  structural  defects  and  want  of  repair  found  in  these  houses  were  dealt  with. 
Special  attention  was  paid  to  the  proper  ventilation  of  the  sleeping  apartments  and 
to  their  fredom  from  dampness. 

Within  recent  years  a large  amount  of  work  has  been  done  by  the  Department 
in  order  to  secure  that  the  windows  of  all  sleeping  apartments  can  be  easily  opened 
for  purposes  of  ventilation.  During  the  six  years  ending  1914  the  windows  of  4,590 
sleeping  apartments  were  altered  so  as  to  be  conveniently  and  easily  opened  to 
one-third  of  their  extent.  The  result  has  been  that  there  are  now  comparatively 
few  windows  which  do  not  comply  with  this  requirement,  so  that  during  1922  only 
9 apartments  were  dealt  with.  The  numbers  in  the  three  preceding  years  were:  — 
68  in  1919,  43  in  1920,  and  24  in  1921.  It  is  gratifying  to  find  that,  generally 
speaking,  the  tenants  are  taking  full  advantage  of  the  opportunity  afforded  them 
of  improving  the  conditions  in  which  they  live. 

In  119  dwelling-houses,  steps  were  taken  to  remedy  dampness' — in  70  of  the 
cases  the  dampness  being  due  to  the  defective  condition  of  the  roof  covering.  In 
some  of  the  older  houses  it  is,  on  account  of  the  nature  of  their  construction,  almost 
impossible  to  provide  an  effective  remedy  for  dampness,  and  the  alternative  in 
ordinary  times  would  be  to  close  the  house. 
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In  the  inspection  of  houses,  careful  attention  is  paid  to  the  condition  of  the 
floors,  walls,  and  ceilings.  During  the  past  year,  the  floors  of  67  dwelling  apart- 
ments were  repaired,  as-  were  also  the  floors  of  201  lobbies  and  stair  landings 
(including  stair  steps).  In  every  house  inspected  the  wash-house,  w.c/s,  and  cellars 
are  examined,  and  particulars  of  the  work  done  in  this  connection  are  found  on  pp. 
18-19.  In  246  dwelling  apartments,  791  lobbies  and  staircases,  274  water-closets, 
167  wash-houses,  and  61  pends,  the  plaster  on  the  walls  and  ceilings  was  repaired. 

As  will  be  seen  on  p.  19,  the  woodwork  around  the  sinks  was  renewed  in  72 
houses;  35  defective  chimneys  and  65  grates  or  fireplaces  were  repaired;  while  the 
doors  of  dwelling  apartments  were  renew ea  or  repaired  in  166  cases. 

Very  little  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  getting  landlords  to  carry  out 
the  necessary  repairs.  There  is  no  doubt  that  a considerable  amount  of  the  want  of 
repair  in  a number  of  houses  is  due  to  carelessness  or  malicious  mischief  on  the 
part  of  tenants  or  their  families.  As  evidence  of  this  it  may  be  stated  that  during 
the  year,  594  windows  or  rooflights  were  reglazed  at  the  instance  of  the  Department. 
In  1,539  cases  broken  plaster  on  the  walls  and  ceilings  of  dwelling-rooms  or  in  parts 
of  the  property  used  in  common  by  the  tenants  had  to  be  repaired.  I am  of  opinion 
that  in  a great  many  instances  the  damage  was  caused  by  culpable  negligence  or 
malicious  mischief  on  the  part  of  some  persons. 

In  this  connection,  it  would  be  helpful  if,  as  suggested  in  a previous  report,  the 
legislature  extended  to  all  houses  the  provisions  of  Section  49  of  the  Housing  and 
Town  Planning  (Scotland)  Act,  1919,  which  enacts  that  “any  person  who  wilfully 
or  by  culpable  negligence,  damages  or  suffers  to  be  damaged  any  house  provided  for 
the  working  classes  under  the  Housing  Acts , or  any  of  the  fittings  or  appurtenances 
of  any  such  house,  including  the  drainage  and  water  supply  and  any  apparatus 
connected  with  the  drainage  or  water  supply,  and  the  fence  of  any  enclosure,  shall 
be  liable,  on  summary  conviction,  to  a penalty  not  exceeding  forty  shillings  without 
prejudice  to  any  remedy  for  the  recovery  of  the  amount  of  the  damage.” 

Paving  of  Back  Courts  and  Passages. 

Except  in  cases  where  the  work  was  urgently  required,  the  paving  of  courts 
and  passages  has  not,  on  account  of  the  heavy  cost  of  material  and  labour,  been 
insisted  upon  within  recent  years.  During  the  summer  of  last  year,  however,  a 
commencement  was  made  with  a systematic  inspection  of  all  the  back  courts  in  the 
City,  and  before  the  close  of  the  year  5 courts  and  12  passages  were  paved,  and  91 
courts  and  62  passages  repaired. 

Veivninous  Persons  and  Houses. 

Under  the  agreement  between  the  Education  Authority  and  the  Town  Council 
for  dealing  with  verminous  persons  and  houses,  80  families,  comprising  480  persons 
were  removed  to  the  Disinfecting  Station  for  treatment.  In  the  previous  year  the 
numbers  were  109  and  602  respectively. 

Undernoted  are  particulars  of  the  work  done  under  the  agreement  in  each  of 
the  past  seven  years. 
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Scabies. 

Vermin. 

Number  of 
Houses 
Disinfected. 

Nun  ber  of 
Families 
Cleansed  at 
Cleansing 
Statio  . 

Total  Number 
of  Persons 
Cleansed. 

N \unber  of 
Homes 
Disinfected. 

Number  of 
Families 
Cleansed  at 
Cleansing- 
Station. 

Total  Number 
of  Persons 
Cleansed. 

1916 

28 

28 

134 

24 

24 

144 

1917 

19 

19 

106 

45 

39 

185 

1918 

23 

22 

109 

18 

14 

117 

1919 

21 

21 

72 

37 

17 

100 

1920 

71 

71 

266 

78 

45 

300 

1921 

52 

52 

267 

93 

57 

335 

1922 

38 

38 

220 

70 

42 

260 

Totals  . 

252 

251 

1,174 

365 

238 

1,441 

1 

It  will  be  seen  that  during  last  year  there  is  a considerable  decrease  in  the 
number  as  compared  with  each  of  the  preceding  two  years. 

The  Education  Authority  continue  to  make  an  earnest  endeavour  to  deal  with 
this  question,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  since  1918  they  have  not 
found  it  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings  against  any  persons  for  refusing  to 
allow  their  families  to  be  cleansed  or  for  allowing  their  families  to  be  re-infested 
with  vermin  after  having  been  treated  at  the  Cleansing  Station. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  the  following  table  gives  particulars  as  to  the 
number  of  other  persons  treated  at  the  Cleansing  Station  during  the  same  period  : — 


SCABIES. 

Vermin. 

Number  of 
Persons 
Cleansed. 

Including  Army 
and 

Navy  Cases. 

Number  of 
Persons 
Cleansed. 

Including  Army 
and 

Navy  Cases. 

1916 

25 

8 

205 

181 

1917  .... 

72 

47 

254 

247 

1918 

105 

75 

207 

161 

1919 

92 

20 

139 

110 

1920  . 

114 

5 

34 

17 

1921  .... 

33 

1 

72 

34 

1922 

24 

3 

49 

21 

Totals  . 

465 

159 

960 

771 
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There  is  a fairly  large  number  of  houses  in  the  City  infested  with  bugs.  Two 
years  ago  the  Department  adopted  the  practice  of  serving  notices  under  Section  40 
of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897,  on  both  owner  and  occupier  in  all  such 
cases.  Along  with  the  notice  to  the  owner  was  enclosed  a letter  informing  him  that 
if  all  the  paper  was  removed  from  the  walls  and  the  skirtings  and  door  facings 
stripped,  the  Department  was  prepared  to  fumigate  thoroughly  with  sulphur  all  the 
infested  rooms.  It  was  also  made  a condition  that  after  fumigation  all  broken 
plaster  should  be  properly  repaired,  the  woodwork  washed  with  a disinfectant 
solution  which  is  supplied  gratuitously,  and  the  walls  distempered  in  place  of  being 
re-papered. 

The  occupier  was  also  informed  that  if  he  were  prepared  to  treat  all  the 
furniture  and  furnishings  in  the  house  in  the  manner  described  in  the  Instructions 
sent  him,  the  Department  would  supply  the  necessary  disinfectant,  and  would  also 
remove  for  steam  disinfection  all  articles  of  clothing  and  bedding  which  could  not 
be  boiled. 

During  the  year,  81  houses  were  dealt  with  in  the  manner  described,  as  compared 
with  154  houses  in  the  previous  year.  This  method  of  dealing  with  bug-infested 
houses  continues  to  give  very  satisfactory  results. 

Filthy  Houses. 

A sharp  lookout  is  kept  by  the  District  Inspectors  for  all  houses  which  are  in 
a filthy  condition,  and  during  the  year  the  floors  of  125  dwelling  apartments, 
the  articles  of  furniture  in  117  apartments,  and  127  sets  of  bed  and  body  clothing 
were  cleaned.  In  the  previous  year  the  corresponding  numbers  were  78,  74,  and 
71,  respectively. 

As  has  been  stated  in  previous  Reports,  filthy  conditions  are  frequently  found 
in  the  homes  of  the  aged  and  infirm  poor.  This  is  a type  of  case  which  it  is  very 
difficult  to  deal  with,  as  frequently  those  persons  are  living  alone  and  are  prone  to 
resent  any  assistance  being  given  by  friends  or  neighbours.  Until  old  age  or 
sickness  overtook  them,  no*  fault  could  be  found  with  the  manner  in  which  their 
houses  were  kept.  The  Parish  Council  work  in  co-operation  with  the  Department, 
and  are  ready  at  all  times  to  admit  such  cases  to  their  hospital.  There  is  in- 
variably, however,  a great,  reluctance  on  the  part  of  such  persons  to  agree  to  this 
course.  Their  independence  is  commendable,  but  the  question  of  their  personal 
welfare  and  safety,  as  well  as  that  of  other  persons  dwelling  in  the  same  tenement, 
cannot  be  overlooked.  The  necessity  of  obtaining  powers,  in  the  interests  of  the 
public  health,  for  having  such  persons  and  their  houses  better  looked  after  has 
frequently  been  advocated. 

Cleaning  of  Walls  a/nd  Ceilings  of  Dwelling  Apartments,  Lobbies,  Stawcases, 
W.C.’s,  Wash-houses,  dec. 

During  the  year,  the  walls  and  ceilings  of  158  dwelling  apartments  were 
distempered  or  re-papered.  In  the  previous  year,  the  number  was  133. 

The  walls  and  ceilings  of  2,043  lobbies  and  staircases,  438  passages  or  pends, 
3,601  water-closets,  1,655  wash-houses,  and  31  drying  lofts  were  whitewashed  or 
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otherwise  cleaned.  In  the  previous  year,  1,794  lobbies  and  staircases,  323  passages 
or  pends,  3,152  water-closets,  1,593  wash-houses,  and  38  drying  lofts  were  similarly 
cleaned. 

The  cleaning  of  the  walls  and  ceilings  of  lobbies  and  staircases  was  regularly 
seen  to  annually  during  the  war  period,  although  at  that  time  the  standard  of 
cleanliness  was  somewhat  relaxed.  During  the  last  three  years,  however,  the 
standard  has  been  raised  considerably,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that 
during  the  past  year  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  legal  proceedings  against 
any  proprietor  for  failure  to  comply  with  these  requirements. 

Want  of  Cleanliness  of  W .C.’s,  Lobbies,  Staircases,  Back  Courts,  and  other  Parts 
of  Premises  used  in  Common. 

During  the  year,  notices  were  served  upon  177  sets  of  tenants.,  embracing  1,014 
individual  tenants,  regarding  their  failure  to  keep  clean  the  parts  of  the  premises 
used  in  common  by  them. 

The  necessary  cleaning  was  carried  out  in  every  case  without  having  recourse  to 

prosecution. 

Accumulations  of  Ashes,  Filth,  and  other  Rubbish. 

Although  281  accumulations  of  ashes,  filth,  and  other  rubbish  were  removed, 
as  compared  with  287  in  the  preceding  year,  this  number  is  considerably  less  than 
in  some  previous  years.  For  example,  in  1914  the  number  was  766. 

At  one  time  it  was  a common  practice  of  the  jobbing  gardeners  to  dump  rubbish 
in  the  lanes  at  the  rear  of  dwelling-houses  in  the  west  end  of  the  City.  As  the 
result  of  a circular  letter  sent  to  all  such  gardeners  two  years  ago,  this  practice  has 
virtually  ceased.  It  is  occasionally  found,  however,  that  householders  are  guilty  of  a 
similar  practice  and  have  been  known  to  go  a considerable  distance  before  they 
obtained  what  was  considered  by  them  a suitable  dumping  place.  They  would  never 
think,  of  course,  of  depositing  such  rubbish  in  their  own  back  lane,  but  have 
evidently  no  scruple  in  depositing  such  rubbish  in  a neighbouring  back  lane.  It  is 
manifestly  unfair  that  the  owner  or  occupier  of  the  house  at  the  rear  of  which  the 
rubbish  is  deposited  should  be  called  upon  to  bear  the  expense  of  removing  the  same, 
and  every  effort  is  made  to  trace  the  offender  who  is  called  upon  to  remove  the 
rubbish. 

Another  filthy  habit  is  the  throwing  of  refuse  from  the  windows  of  dwelling- 
houses  on  to  back  courts  or,  as  sometimes  happens,  on  to  ground  or  outhouses 
connected  with  the  adjoining  property.  During  the  year,  242  letters  of  warning 


were  sent  to  householders  regarding  this  practice. 

Accumulations  of  ashes,  filth,  and  other  rubbish  removed  . .281 

Accumulations  of  stagnant  water  removed  . . . .28 

Cesspools  cleaned  out  .......  3 

Cesspools  closed  up  . . . .5 

Privies  provided  with  pails  ......  4 
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Accumulations  of  manure  removed  . . .20 

Manure  pits  provided  .......  2 

Manure  pits  repaired  ......  3 

Courts  paved  ........  5 

Passages  paved  . . . .12 

Courts  repaired  . . . . . . .91 

Passages  repaired  . . . . .62 

Lanes  repaired  .......  9 

Unsuitable  apartments  disused  as  sleeping  apartments  . . 5 

Overcrowding  abated  . . . . . .49 

Enclosed  bed  opened  up  . . .1 

Improved  window  ventilation  for  dwelling  apartments  . . 9 

Broken  sashoords  renewed  . . . . .93 

Broken  quadrants  renewed  or  repaired  . . .87 

Windows  of  dwelling  apartments  reglazed  or  repaired  . .231 

Roof -lights  of  dwelling  apartments  reglazed  or  repaired  . 10 

Windows  or  roof -lights  of  lobbies  or  staircases  reglazed  . .134 

Windows  or  roof-lights  of  water-closets  reglazed  . .90 

Windows  or  roof-lights  of  wash-houses  reglazed  . . . 129 

Additional  ventilation  provided  for  staircases  ...  8 

Additional  ventilation  provided  for  water-closet  apartments  . . 10 

Addtional  ventilation  provided  for  wash-houses  ...  2 

Walls  of  dwelling-houses  repaired  .....  3 

Walls  of  dwelling-houses  reharled  .....  5 

Damp  dwelling-houses  remedied  . . . . .49 

Roof  coverings  of  dwelling-houses  repaired  . . . .70 

Roof  coverings  of  water-closets,  and  wash-houses  repaired  . . 27 

Plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings  of  dwelling-houses  repaired  . . 246 

Plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings  of  lobbies  and  staircases  repaired  . 791 

Plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings  of  pends  and  passages  repaired  . . 61 

Plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings  of  water-closets  repaired  . . 274 

Plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings  of  wash-houses  repaired  . . .167 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  dwelling- apartments  whitewashed  or  repapered  158 
Walls  and  ceilings  of  lobbies  and  staircases  whitewashed  or  other- 
wise cleaned  .......  2,043 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  passages  whitewashed  . . . .351 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  private  pends  limewashed  . . .87 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  water-closets  whitewashed  . . . 3,601 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  wash-houses  whitewashed  . . . 1,655 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  drying  lofts  whitewashed  . . .31 

Floors  of  dwelling  apartments  repaired  . . .67 

Floors  of  lobbies,  landings,  and  stairsteps  repaired  . .201 

Wash-houses  repaired — 

Roofs  ........  46 

Walls  ......  13 
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Floors  ........  50 

Doors  ........  24 

Tubs  ........  25 

Brickwork  of  boilers  . . . . . .107 

Furnaces  ........  17 

Boilers  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . .38 

Flues  ........  5 

Windows  ........  15 

Water-closet  apartments  repaired — 

Roofs  ........  40 

Walls  . . . . .18 

Floors  ........  16 

Doors  ........  61 

Seats  ........  131 

Windows  ........  4 

Cellars  repaired — 

Roofs  ........  20 

Walls  ........  14 

Floors  ....  ...  2 

Doors  ........  25 

Locks  ........  5 

Locks  for  water-closet  apartments  provided  or  repaired  . . 33 

Water-closet'  apartment  opened  up  . . . . 1 

Woodwork  around  sinks  renewed  or  repaired  . . .72 

Defective  chimneys  repaired  . . . . . .35 

Grates  and  fire-places  repaired  . . . . .65 

Doors  of  dwelling-houses  repaired  or  provided  . . .73 

Door  furniture  renewed  or  repaired  . . . . .93 

Woodwork  of  cupboards  repaired  .....  6 

Stair  handrails  or  balustrades  repaired  . . . .27 

Linoleum  coverings  of  lobbies,  stair  steps,  &c.,  repaired  or  renewed  . 49 

Clothes  poles  renewed  or  repaired  .....  2 

Boundary  walls  repaired  ......  7 

Palings  repaired  .......  3 

Lanes  cleaned  ........  8 

Back  courts  and  areas  cleaned  . . . . .93 

Passages  cleaned  .......  50 

Entrance  lobbies,  stair  steps,  and  landings  cleaned  . . .79 

Floors,  seats,  and  basins  of  water-closets  cleaned  . . .131 

71oors  of  wash-houses  cleaned  . . . . . .24 

Floors  of  drying  lofts  cleaned  . . . . .20 

Sink  cleaned  ........  1 

Washtub  cleaned  .......  1 

Floors  of  dwelling  apartments  cleaned  . . . .125 

Dwelling  apartments  in  which  articles  of  furniture  were  cleaned  . 117 
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Sets  of  bed  and  body  clothing  cleaned  . . . .127 

Nuisances  caused  by  domestic  animals  abated  . . .85 

Offensive  smells  in  dwelling  apartments  abated  . . .26 

Houses  cleared  of  bugs  . . . . . .81 


INCREASE  OF  RENT  AND  MORTGAGE  INTEREST  (RESTRICTION) 

ACT,  1920. 

The  above-mentioned  Act,  which  in  Scotland  is  applicable  to  houses  of  an 
annual  rent  not  exceeding  £90,  empowers  a landlord,  subject  to  certain  conditions, 
to  make  specified  increases  in  the  rent.  The  occupier,  however,  is  entitled  to  apply 
to  the  Sanitary  Authority  for  a certificate  on  the  ground  that  the  house  is  not  in 
all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  or  is  otherwise  not  in  a reasonable 
state  of  repair.  If  a certificate  is  granted,  application  can  be  made  in  the  Sheriff 
Court  for  an  order  suspending  the  increase  until  the  Court  is  satisfied,  on  the  report 
of  the  Sanitary  Authority,  or  otherwise,  that  the  necessary  repairs  (other  than  the 
repairs,  if  any,  for  which  the  tenant  is  liable)  have  been  executed;  and  on  the 
making  of  such  an  order,  the  increase  shall  cease  to  have  effect  until  the  Court  is 
so  satisfied. 

In  1922,  only  four  applications  for  certificates  were  received,  and  in  three  cases, 
certificates  were  granted.  In  the  remaining  case,  the  necessary  work  was  carried 
out  prior  to  the  application  being  reported  on  to  the  Committee.  In  1920,  the 
number  of  applications  was  15,  10  certificates  being  granted;  while  in  1921,  the 
number  of  applications  was  22,  and  the  number  of  certificates  granted  was  10.  In 
no  case  since  the  Act  came  into  operation  has  it  been  necessary  to  make  application 
to  the  Court  for  an  order  to  suspend  the  increase. 

In  addition  to  the  four  formal  applications,  however,  35  complaints  were 
received  from  tenants  regarding  the  condition  of  their  houses,  and  in  lodging  the 
complaints,  specific  reference  was  made  to  the  provisions  of  the  above-mentioned 
Act.  Of  these  complaints,  only  one  was  found  to  be  not  justified.  The  numbers 
of  similar  complaints  in  1920  and  1921  were,  respectively,  218  and  89,  and  the 
numbers  which  did  not  warrant  any  action  on  the  part  of  the  Department  were 
respectively,  14  and  3. 

On  the  houses  being  inspected,  it  was  found  that,  except  in  the  cases  already 
mentioned,  certain  repairs  were  required,  and  notices  were  served  upon  the  owners 
calling  upon  them  to  execute  the  necessary  work.  Along  with  the  notice  was  sent 
a letter  pointing  out  the  provisions  of  Section  2,  Sub-Section  2 of  the  Act.  As  a 
rule,  these  notices  were  immediately  complied  with,  and  this  accounts  for  the  small 
number  of  formal  applications  received.  The  defects  dealt  with  included  dampness; 
defective  roof  coverings;  flooring,  stairsteps,  windows,  doors  (including  door 
furniture),  cupboards,  fireplaces,  wash-houses  (including  wash-house  boilers  and 
tubs),  and  coal  cellars  out  of  repair;  defective  w.c.’s  and  sinks;  broken  plaster; 
torn  and  dirty  wall  paper ; and  broken  window  sash  cords. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  provisions  of  the  Act  have  been  helpful  in  enabling 
the  Department  to  have  necessary  repairs  carried  out. 


21 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Although  Aberdeen,  as  compared  with  many  industrial  towns,  is  comparatively 
free  from  nuisance  caused  by  the  excessive  emission  of  dense  smoke,  it  must  be 
admitted  that  the  quantity  of  smoke  discharged  from  time  to  time  from  some  of 
our  factory  chimneys  is  greater  than  it  should  be. 

During  the  year,  109  observations — each  of  an  hour’s  duration — were  made  of 
the  quantities  of  smoke  discharged  from  factory  chimneys,  and  in  20  cases  “Intima- 
tions of  Nuisance  ” under  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897,  were  served  upon 

the  proprietors. 

In  every  instance  an  improvement  was  effected — at  least  temporarily — by  more 
careful  attention  to  the  methods  of  firing  and  to  the  kind  of  fuel  use.  It  is,  however, 
difficult  for  a manufacturer  to  control  either  of  these  two  things,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  in  some  cases  the  nuisance  can  only  be  permanently  remedied  by  the 
provision  of  mechanical  stokers  or  some  adequate  smoke-consuming  apparatus. 

During  the  year,  “Johnson’s  Patent  Smoke  Consumer”  was  fitted  to  two 
ranges  of  boilers,  and  has  given  every  satisfaction,  both  to  the  manufacturers  and 
to  this  Department.  “Crossthwaite’s  Patent  Firnace  Bars”  have  also  been  fitted 
to  some  boilers,  and  equally  good  results  have  been  obtained  in  the  premises  where 
they  are  in  use.  During  the  current  year,  the  proprietors  of  several  other  works 
have  given  orders  for  the  provision  of  a smoke-consuming  apparatus,  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  others  will  follow  their  example.  In  several  of  the  largest  factories 
in  the  City,  the  proprietors  have  recently,  with  the  assistance  of  their  engineers  and 
chemists,  been  devoting  considerable  attention  to  the  methods  of  firing  and  the 
nature  of  the  fuel.  Their  experience,  however,  has  proved  that  the  quality  of  fuel 
varies  so  much  from  time  to  time,  even  although  obtained  from  the  same  merchant, 
that  it  is  impossible  to  prevent  the  excessive  emission  of  smoke  unless  some  means 
of  consuming  the  smoke  is  adopted. 

In  a report  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  1921,  by  the  Departmental 
Committee  on  Smoke  and  Noxious  Vapours  Abatement,  it  was  recommended  that 
the  present  law  should  be  altered  so  as  to  provide  that  every  manufacturer  should 
take  all  practicable  steps,  having  regard  to  all  the  circumstances  of  the  cases,  to 
prevent  the  pollution  of  the  air  by  smoke  or  any  other  noxious  emission  from  his 
works.  The  Committee  considered  that  a law  in  this  form  would  be  preferable  to 
an  absolute  prohibition,  which  it  is  impossible  to  enforce  without  destroying  some 
manufactures. 

The  Committee  further  considered  that  this  legal  obligation  should  be  placed 
on  all  manufacturers,  users  and  occupiers  of  any  business  premises  or  processes, 
engines,  or  plant  of  any  description  whatever  from  which  smoke  is  or  may  be 

emitted. 

As  a sequel  to  this  report,  a Bill  dealing  with  smoke  abatement  is  at  present 
before  Parliament. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 


Slaughter-houses. 

At  the  end  of  1922,  there  were  five  slaughter-houses  in  the  City,  with  33 
slaughter  booths.  The  situation  of  these  premises  is  as  follows : — 


Situation. 

No.  of  Booths. 

Hutch  eon  Street 

25 

Canal  Place 

1 

Charles  Street 

3 

Western  Road,  Woodside  . 

2 

Deer  Road,  Woodside 

2 

33 


The  premises  are  kept  in  good  repair  and  in  a cleanly  condition. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  during  the  year  to  institute  legal  proceedings  against 
any  person  for  a contravention  of  the  Bye-laws. 


Other  Offensive  Trades. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  26  firms  in  the  City  who  carry  on  one  or 
more  of  the  businesses  set  forth  in  the  Public  Health  Act  as  coming  within  the 
definition  of  offensive  trades. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  offensive  businesses  carried  on : — 


Bone  Boilers  ....  6 

Tallow  Melters  . . .13 

Skinners  or  Hide  Factors  . 5 

Knackers  ....  2 

Tanner  .....  1 

Fish  Oil  Manufacturers  . . 3 

Manure  Manufacturers  . . 5 


Fish  Meal  Manufacturer  . . 1 

Tripe  Boilers  ....  3 

Gut  or  Tripe  Cleaners  . . 4 

Blood  Boilers  ....  3 

Soap  Boiler  1 

Manufacturer  of  Albuminoid 

Substances  from  Fish  . 1 


Total,  48. 

During  the  year,  the  Town  Council  sanctioned  the  establishment  of  the  business 
of  tallow  melting  and  bone  boiling,  subject  to  the  following  conditions:  — 

(1)  That  adequate  means  are  used  for  preventing  the  escape  of  offensive  effluvia 

into  the  outer  atmosphere;  and 

(2)  That  the  applicants  adhere  to  the  obligation  contained  in  their  letter  of 

application  that  they  will  cease  to  carry  on  the  business  of  tallow  melting 
and  bone  boiling  within  their  premises,  in  the  event  of  the  business  being 
so  conducted  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Town  Council,  to  cause  a nuisance. 


All  the  premises  in  which  offensive  trades  are  carried  on  are  visited  frequently, 
some  of  them  daily. 

Several  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  regarding  offensive  smells  from 
premises  where  the  businesses  of  hide  factoring,  gut  cleaning,  tallow  melting,  and 
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bone  boiling  are  carried  on.  The  premises  are  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  City, 
and  are  surrounded  by  dwelling-houses.  The  most  offensive  part  of  the  business  is 
gut  cleaning,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  neighbourhood  will  never  be  free  from 
offensive  smells  so  long  as  this  business  is  carried  on  in  the  premises.  In  1916, 
the  proprietors  stated  that  they  had  had  for  some  time  under  consideration  the  idea 
of  removing  their  sheep-gut  department  to  a less  populous  district,  provided  suitable 
accommodation  could  be  had.  The  difficulties,  however,  in  regard  to  labour  and 
other  matters  rendered  this  impracticable  at  the  time.  They  undertook  to  go 
seriously  into  the  matter  whenever  things  became  normal. 

Complaints  have  also  been  received  regarding  offensive  smells  from  fish  meal 
works,  and  from  premises  in  which  bone  boiling  is  carried  on.  In  both  cases,  the 
nuisance  was  of  a temporary  nature  and  was  caused  by  leaks  in  the  digesters.  This 
experience,  however,  proves  the  necessity  of  the  proprietors  of  such  works  making 
every  effort  to  secure  that  the  apparatus  used  by  them  is  at  all  times  kept  in  perfect 
working  order. 

As  regards  the  fish  manure  factory  at  Cove — four  miles  distant' — offensive  smells 
from  which  have  in  past  years  been  observed  from  time  to  time  within  the  City,  it 
was  stated  in  a previous  report  that  in  the  autumn  of  1921  new  arrangements  had 
been  made  regarding  the  treatment  of  the  fumes.  For  a considerable  time  thereafter 
no  offensive  smell  from  these  works  was  observed  within  the  City. 

On  several  occasions,  however,  during  the  summer  months  of  the  year  under 
review,  there  was  a recurrence  of  the  offensive  smells,  and  the  Department  com- 
municated with  the  proprietors  of  the  works  and  the  County  Authority  with  a view 
to  steps  being  taken  to  prevent  a recurrence  of  the  nuisance.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  offensive  smells  referred  to  were  proceeding  from  Cove  manure  works, 
whatever  be  the  reason  for  the  failure  to  prevent  the  escape  of  offensive  effluvia. 


PIG-STYES. 

At  the  end  of  1922,  there  were  76  premises  on  the  register,  17  of  these  having 
been  licensed  under  the  “Additional  Bye-laws  ” made  by  the  Town  Council  in  1916. 
To  these,  377  visits  were  made  in  the  course  of  the  year  in  order  to  ensure  that 
they  were  being  kept  in  conformity  with  the  Bye-laws. 

The  undernoted  requirements  were  given  effect  to : — 


Walls  and  ceilings  of  pig-styes  limewashed  ....  379 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  boiling-houses  limewashed  . .24 

Additional  ventilation  provided  for  pig-styes  . . . .14 

Walls  of  pig-styes  repaired  ......  4 

Roof  of  pig-sty  repaired  ......  i 

Floors  of  pig-styes  repaired  . . . . . .41 

Floors  of  boiling-houses  repaired  .....  2 

Partition  walls  repaired  ......  9 

Boiling-houses  repaired  ......  3 

Courtyards  repaired  10 
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Passages  repaired  .......  2 

Manure  pits  repaired  .....  3 

Feeding  troughs  repaired  or  renewed  .39 

Floors  of  pig-styes  cleaned  . 17 

Floors  of  boiling-houses  cleaned  10 

Feeding  troughs  cleaned  ......  2 

Courtyards  cleaned  ....  .10 

Passages  cleaned  ....  2 

Improved  means  of  drainage  provided  ....  2 

Cesspool  cover  renewed  ...  1 

Cesspools  emptied  . . . . .18 

Accumulations  of  manure  removed  .....  9 

Windows  and  rooflights  re-glazed  .....  8 

Windows  cleaned  .......  2 

Ditch  cleaned  ........  1 


WORKSHOPS  (excluding  BAKEHOUSES). 

The  number  of  workshops  (excluding  bakehouses)  on  the  register  at  the  end 
of  1921  was  788.  During  the  year,  there  were  55  added,  51  closed,  and  17  converted 
into  factories  by  the  introduction  of  motive  power.  The  number,  therefore,  at  the 
end  of  1922  was  775. 

There  were  2,524  visits  made  to  the  different  factories  and  workshops,  and 
336  notices  were  issued  with  reference'  to  sanitary  requirements  in  connection  with 
these  premises.  The  notices  dealt  chiefly  with  the'  limewashing  or  cleaning  of  the 
walls  and  ceilings  of  workshops  and  w.c.  apartments,  the  cleaning  of  floors,  seats, 
and  basins  of  w.c.’s,  the  repair  of  defective  w.c.’s,  and  the  removal  of  accumulations 
of  rubbish  and  manure. 

Three  notices  were'  received  under  Section  5 of  the  Factory  and  Workshops 
Act,  1901,  which  provides  that  the  Factory  Inspector  should  give  intimation  to 
the  Local  Authority  of  any  sanitary  defect  in  a factory  or  workshop  remediable 
under  the  Public  Health  Act. 

These  notices  were  dealt  with  as  follows : — 


No.  Defect  or  Nuisance  Intimated. 

1.  Drain  opening  in  floor  of  confec- 

tionery bakehouse 

2.  (a)  Workroom  overcrowded 

( b ) Annexe  at  rear  of  shop  in  a 
dilapidated  condition 

3.  Limewashing  required 


Remarks. 

No  action  taken.  Drain,  which  is  trapped, 
conveys  no  faecal  matter. 

(a)  Workroom  measured,  and  found  to 
contain  space  for  persons  employed. 

( b ) Notice  served,  and  walls  and  ceiling 
repaired. 

Notice  served,  and  limewashing  carried 
out. 


Eleven  notices  were  received  under  Section  9 of  the  Act  and  the  Sanitary 
Accommodation  Order,  1903.  Seven  of  these  notices  dealt  with  the  want  of  sufficient 
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w.c.  accommodation,  and  the  remaining  four  notices  with  the  absence  of  an  inter- 
vening ventilating  space  between  the  workshop  and  the  water-closet.  The  duty 
of  enforcing  these  notices  rests  with  the  Factory  Department,  but  the  Local 
Authority  are  notified  in  order  that  they  may  have  the  opportunity  of  enforcing 
at  the  same  time  any  additional  conditions  under  the  Public  Health  Act  which 
they  think  desirable. 

Fourteen  notices  of  Occupation  were  also  received  from  the  Factory  Inspector. 

As  required  by  Section  107  of  the  Act,  the  occupiers  of  all  factories  or  workshops 
employing  outworkers  sent  lists  of  those  to  the  Department  twice  during  the  year 
Altogether,  24  lists  were  received,  embracing  168  outworkers.  The  homes  of  all 
the  local  outworkers  were  visited,  and  the  names  and  addresses  of  all  those  resident 
outwith  the  City  were  sent  to  the  officials  of  the  districts  in  which  they  reside. 


Inspection  of  Plans. 

The  plans  of  21  premises  were,  at  the  request  of  the  Plans  Committee,  reported 
on  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  myself,  and  recommendations  made  and 
agreed  to. 

Eight  of  these  plans  were  in  connection  with  fishcuring  premises,  and  the 
recommendations  chiefly  referred  to  the  lighting  and  ventilation  of  the  premises, 
the  proper  screening  of  the  w.c.’s,  and  the  provision  of  dung-pits. 

Of  the  remaining  plans,  five  were  bakehouses,  three  pig-styes,  two  dairy  shops, 
a chemical  work,  a slaughter-house,  and  a stable. 

The  plan  of  the  proposed  alteration  of  a bakehouse  was  not  approved  of  on 
account  of  the  bakehouse  being  an  “underground  bakehouse”  within  the  meaning 
of  the  Act. 

The  accompanying  table  gives  a detailed  account  of  the  work  done  during  the 
year,  and  in  Appendix  III.  is  given  a list  of  the  workshops  as  at  31st  December, 


1922. 

On  register  at  beginning  of  year  . . .788 

Added  during  year  .......  55 

Closed  during  year  . . .51 

Converted  into  factories  . . .17 

On  register  at  end  of  year  . .775 

Number  of  visits  paid  ....  2,524 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  workshops  limewashed  or  otherwise  cleaned  . 65 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  water-closets  limewashed  or  otherwise  cleaned  . 35 

Staircases  or  passages  limewashed  .....  4 

Basins  of  water-closets  cleaned  . . . .70 

Floors  of  water-closets  cleaned  . . .35 

Seats  of  water-closets  cleaned  .23 

Wash-hand  basins  cleaned  ......  2 

Floors  of  workshops  cleaned  ...  9 

Floors  of  staircases  or  passages  cleaned  ....  7 
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Plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings  of  workshops  repaired  . 5 

Plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings  of  water-closets  repaired  2 

Locks  provided  for  water-closets  . . . 5 

Seats  of  water-closets  repaired  or  renewed  ...  5 

Doors  of  water-closets  repaired  ....  3 

Defective  water-closets  repaired  . .10 

Defective  rainwater  pipes  repaired  ....  2 

Choked  drains  or  pipes  cleared  out  . .16 

Additional  water-closet  accommodation  provided  ...  4 

Additional  water  supply  provided  for  water-closet  ...  1 

Windows  cleaned  .......  1 

Additional  privy  provided  ......  1 

Privy  cleaned  out  .......  1 

Overcrowding  abated  .......  1 

Sashcords  renewed  .......  2 

Means  provided  for  conveying  gas  fumes  into  chimney  . . 2 

Floors  of  workshops  repaired  .....  3 

Windows  reglazed  .......  5 

Courtyards  repaired  .......  2 

Courtyards  cleaned  .......  20 

Accumulations  of  rubbish  removed  . . . . .27 

Accumulations  of  manure  removed  . . . . .12 

Accumulations  of  fish  offal  removed  ....  7 

Stances  provided  for  fish  offal  receptacles  ....  1 

Other  complaints  removed  . . . .17 


BAKEHOUSES. 

There  were  at  the  end  of  the  year  77  bakehouses  in  the  City,  35  of  these  being 
classed  as  factories  and  42  as  workshops. 

In  connection  with  these,  388  visits  were  paid,  and  333  notices  were  issued. 
These  notices  referred  chiefly  to  the  limewashing  or  cleaning  of  the  walls  and 
ceilings  of  bakehouses,  stores,  and  w.c.’s,  the  cleaning  of  the  floors,  baking  tables, 
and  utensils,  and  the  cleaning  of  the  floors,  seats,  and  basins  of  water-closets. 

Undernoted  will  be  found  details  of  the  work  done:  — 


On  register  at  beginning  of  year  . . . .75 

Added  during  year  .......  2 

Closed  during  year  .......  0 

On  register  at  end  of  year  . . . .77 

Number  of  visits  paid  .......  388 

Bakehouses  limewashed  ......  46 
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Glazed  walls  cleaned  . . . . . . .16 

Pastry  rooms  limewashed  ......  8 

Stores  or  cellars  limewashed  ......  29 

Water-closets  limewashed  . . .18 

Passages  limewashed  .......  2 

Cloakrooms  limewashed  ......  5 

Floors  of  bakehouses  cleaned  . . . .26 

Floors  of  stores  cleaned  . . . .12 

Floors  of  pastry  rooms  cleaned  .....  6 

Floor  of  cloakroom  cleaned  ......  1 

Stair  steps  and  passages,  &c.,  cleaned  ....  5 

Floors  of  water-closets,  cleaned  . . . . .15 

Basins  of  water-closets  cleaned  . . . . .15 

Seats  of  water-closets,  cleaned  . .13 

Windows  cleaned  . . .21 

Sinks  or  wash-hand  basins  cleaned  .....  9 

Ovens  and  hot-plates  cleaned  . . .22 

Baking  machines  cleaned  . . . .18 

Steam  presses  cleaned  .......  8 

Bakehouse  tables  cleaned  . . . . . .20 

Baking  utensils  cleaned  . . .12 

Bread  boxes  cleaned  .......  6 

Shelves  cleaned  .......  5 

Woodwork  of  doors  cleaned  . . . .13 

Courtyards  cleaned  .......  2 

Choked  water-closets  cleared  out  .....  2 

Defective  sinks  repaired  ......  2 

Defective  water-closets  repaired  .....  3 

Defective  wastepipes  repaired  .....  2 

Floors  of  bakehouses  repaired  .....  2 

Floor  of  water-closet  repaired  .....  1 

Bakehouse  tables  repaired  ......  2 

Woodwork  of  door  repaired  ......  1 

Additional  ventilation  provided  for  water-closets  ...  3 

Cords  provided  for  windows  and  roof-lights  ...  8 

Seats  of  water-closets  repaired  .....  4 

Plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings  of  bakehouses  repaired  . . 4 

Plaster  on  walls  and  ceiling  of  flour  store  repaired  ...  1 

Windows  reglazed  .......  4 

Accumulations  of  rubbish  and  manure  removed  .11 

Cloakroom  accommodation  provided  . . . 1 

Covers  provided  for  food  receptacles  .....  1 

Suitable  accommodation  provided  for  storing  ...  4 

Nuisance  caused  by  domestic  animals  abated  . . . 1 
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DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILKSHOPS. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there-  were  634  persons  registered  to  purvey  milk 
(including  ice  cream)  within  the  City.  This  number  includes  farmers  who, 
although  they  have  not  premises  within  the  City,  retail  milk  from  carts.  The 
number  shows  an  increase  of  88  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  the  difference 
being  almost  solely  due  to  the  increase  in  the  number  of  ice  cream,  shops. 

The  number  of  cowsheds  is  being  steadily  reduced  year  by  year,  and  at  the 
close  of  1922  they  numbered  only  19,  as  compared  with  22  in  the  previous  year. 

All  the  dairies  and  milkshops  are  regularly  visited  by  one  of  the  assistant 
Inspectors,  and  every  effort  is  made  to  increase  the  standard  of  cleanliness  and 
tidiness  in  these  premises.  During  the  year,  the  number  of  visits  was  2,488,  as 
compared  with  2,133  in  the  previous  year.  In  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  institute 
legal  proceedings  against  any  person  for  failing  to  keep  his  premises-  in  conformity 
with  t-he  regulations. 

The  herds  in  all  the  byres  are  regularly  examined  by  Mr.  James  M ‘Allan, 
Veterinary  Inspector,  who  also  looks  after  the  sanitary  condition  of  these  premises. 
Undernoted  are  particulars  of  the  work  done:  — 

Walls  of  milkshops  cleaned 
Ceilings  of  milkshops  cleaned 
Ceilings  of  back  rooms  cleaned 
Walls  of  staircases  to  basement  whitewashed 
Windows  cleaned 

Door  painted  .... 

Shelves,  counters,  and  other  fittings  cleaned 
Sinks  cleaned  .... 

Woodwork  of  sinks-  cleaned 
Milk  vessels  cleaned 
Stair  steps  cleaned 
Floors  cleaned 

Floors,  seats,  and  basins  of  water-closets  cleaned 
Doors  communicating  with  common  lobbies  closed  up 
General  cleanliness  improved  . 

Floor  coverings  renewed  or  repaired  . 

Counter  coverings  renewed  or  repaired 
Floors  repaired 
Plaster  repaired 


Skirting  repaired 
Shelves  repaired  or  provided 
Roof  coverings  repaired 
Partitions  erected 
Milk  vessels  renewed  . 

Covers  for  milk  vessels  provided 

Warnings  given  regarding  covers  not  being  used 


230 

129 

102 

2 

18 

1 

32 

16 

7 

15 
5 

61 

5 

10 

10 

41 

2 

14 

16 
1 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 

12 
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Washtub  repaired  .......  1 

Sinks  provided  .......  2' 

Additional  water  supply  provided  from  main  . 2 

Woodwork  of  sinks  repaired  ......  3 

Means  of  beating  water  provided  .....  3 

Cistern  repaired  .......  1 

Water-closet  repaired  .......  1 

Windows  reglazed  .......  2 

Improved  ventilation  provided  . . . . .58 

Sashcords  renewed  .......  2 

Improved  lighting  provided  ......  3 

Offensive  smells  abated  ......  3 

Manure  pits  emptied  .......  6 

Accumulations  of  rubbish  removed  . . . . .40 

Courtyards  cleaned  .......  6 

Milk  carts  cleaned  .......  7 


INSPECTION  OF  SHOPS  WHERE  FOODSTUFFS  ARE  SOLD. 

( Section  59  of  the  Aberdeen  Police  and  Waterworks  Amendment  Act,  1867.) 

Under  the  above  section,  884  shops  were  inspected  during  the  year,  and  in 
107  cases  notices  were  served  on  the  occupants  regarding  the  condition  of  their 
shops.  These  notices  referred  chiefly  to  the  dirty  condition  of  the  walls  and 
ceilings  of  the  shops  and  of  the  cellars  where  foodstuffs  are  sold,  and  to  the  dirty 
condition  and  want  of  repair  of  the  floors  and  fittings. 

The  accompanying  table  gives  a detailed  account  of  the  work  done  in  this 


connection : — 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  shops  cleaned  . . . . .46 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  back  rooms  cleaned  ....  6 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  cellars  cleaned,  . . . .16 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  water-closets  cleaned  ....  5 

Floors  of  shops  cleaned  . . . . . .20 

Floors  of  cellars  cleaned  . . . . . .13 

Floors,  seats,  and  basins  of  water-closets  cleaned  . . . 8 

Fittings  cleaned  . . . . . .26 

Windows  cleaned  .......  3 

Yards  cleaned  ........  2 

Plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings  repaired  . . . .10 

Fittings  repaired  . . . . . . .17 

Floors  repaired  .......  8 

Additional  ventilation  provided  .....  3 

Accumulations  of  rubbish  removed  . . . . .18 

Fish  barrows  cleaned  .......  2 

Other  complaints  removed  . . . . . .12 
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The  following  table  gives  particulars  as  to  the  shops  visited:  — 


Class  of  Shop. 

Number 

Inspected. 

Found 

Satisfactory. 

Found 

Unsatisfactory,  j 

1 

Number  of  Defects  ; 
dealt  with. 

Grocers, 

147 

131 

16 

31 

Butchers, 

405 

369 

36 

79 

Restaurants,  .... 

129 

92 

37 

75 

Fruiterers,  ..... 

59 

54 

5 

12 

Provisions  and  Cooked  Meats, 

25 

21 

4 

5 

Fishmongers,  .... 

119 

110 

9 

15 

Totals,  .... 

884 

777 

107 

217 

PLACES  OF  PUBLIC  REFRESHMENT. 

The  following  table  shows  the  various  classes  of  shops  on  the  register  at  the 


end  of  1922  : — 

Description  of  Shop.  N umber. 

Ice  Cream  . , . . . .88 

Fried  fish  ......  23 

Restaurants  . . . . .91 

Bakers  ......  12 

Temperance  hotels  .....  5 

Dairies  ......  3 


Total  . . . . .222 


All  these  premises  were  visited  from  time  to  time  in  order  to  see  that  the 
Bye-laws  for  regulating  the  internal  construction,  lighting,  and  arrangement  of 
registered  premises  with  a view  to  the  orderly  conduct  and  control  thereof,  are 
being  complied  with. 

Prosecutions  for  contraventions  of  the  Bye-laws  for  regulating  the  hours  of 
opening  and  closing  are  instituted  by  the  Police. 


MEAT  INSPECTION. 

The  quantity  of  meat  seized  or  destroyed  during  the  year  was  greater  than 
in  1921,  as,  while  in  that  year  the  total  weight  was  132|  tons,  the  quantity  for 
1922  was  156  tons. 
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The  quantity  of  fish  landed  in  Aberdeen  during  the  year  was  2,159,762  cwts., 
as  compared  with  1,682,981  cwts.  in  the  previous  year.  For  purposes  of  comparison, 
it  is  of  interest  to  mention  that  the  quantity  landed  in  the  year  immediately 
preceding  the  war  was  2,279,351  cwts.  The  quantity  destroyed  as  unfit  for  food  was 

29.694  lbs.,  as  compared  with  16,179  lbs.  in  the  previous  year. 

The  quantity  of  beef  destroyed  last  year  was  greater  than  in  1921,  being 
280,515  lbs.,  as  compared  with  241,046  lbs.  The  quantity  of  mutton  destroyed 
was  5,112  lbs.,  being  exactly  the  same  quantity  as  in  the  previous  year.  The  amount 
of  pork  destroyed  was  greater,  being  3,293,  as  against  2,823  lbs. ; while  2,041  lbs. 
of  veal  was  destroyed,  as  compared  with  1,767  lbs.  There  were  also  destroyed 

11.694  lbs.  of  fruit  and  vegetables,  11,518  lbs.  of  tinned  foods,  338  lbs.  of  game, 
308  lbs.  of  bacon,  216  lbs.  of  poultry,  192  lbs.  of  butter,  and  9 lbs.  of  eggs. 

There  were  altogether  1,328  seizures  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  1,350  in 
the  previous  year. 

The  majority  of  the  seizures  (770)  were  made  in  the  slaughter-houses,  while  288 
were  made  in  the  meat  markets,  168  in  warehouses  and  shops,  42  in  offal  markets, 
20  in  the  Fish  Market,  13  in  cold  stores,  and  27  in  other  premises. 

In  all,  8,507  visits  were  made  to  the  different  places  during  the  year. 
Of  these,  1,867  have  been  made  to  slaughter-houses,  1,157  to  meat  marts,  1,068  to 
fishcuring  premises,  581  to  retail  shops,  330  to  Fish  Market,  319  to  New  Market 
Hall,  301  to  wholesale  warehouses,  262  to  provision  curing  works,  244  to  street 
markets,  73  to  shipping  sheds,  and  2,305  to  other  premises,  including  all  the  offal 
and  tallow  marts. 

The  corresponding  number  of  inspections  during  the  previous  year  was  10,080. 

From  the  accompanying  table  will  be  seen  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered 
in  the  various  slaughter-houses,  as  well  as  the  number  seized  for  all  causes  (in- 
cluding tubercle)  and  also  for  tubercle  alone. 

The  percentage  of  whole  carcases  of  cattle  seized  for  tubercle  was  0‘53,  and  the 
percentage  of  parts  seized  was  0-76.  In  the  previous  year  the  corresponding  per- 
centages were  0'53  and  0-80,  respectively.  Of  the  206  whole  carcases  thus  seized, 
53  were  bullocks,  41  heifers,  and  112  cows.  Of  the  294  part  carcases  seized,  145 
were  of  bullocks,  119  of  heifers,  and  30  of  cows.  Four  entire  carcases  of  pigs  were 
seized  on  account  of  tubercle. 

Of  the  30  whole  carcases  of  cattle  seized  for  all  causes,  excluding  tubercle,  18 
were  of  cows,  8 of  bullocks,  and  4 of  heifers.  Of  the  150  part  carcases  similarly 
seized,  103  were  of  cows,  35  of  bullocks,  10  of  heifers,  and  2 of  bulls.  Seven  whole 
carcases  and  4 parts  of  calves,  52  whole  and  10  parts  of  sheep,  and  15  whole  and  12 
parts  of  pigs  were  also  seized. 

In  addition  to  the  seizures  in  the  slaughter-houses,  59  whole  carcases  of  cattle 
and  163  part  carcases  were  seized  in  the  meat  marts.  Of  these,  12  whole  carcases 
and  15  part  carcases  were  condemned  on  account  of  their  being  affected  with  tubercle. 
Of  the  12  carcases,  7 were  of  cows,  3 of  bullocks,  and  2 of  heifers.  Sixty-one  whole 
carcases  and  26  part  carcases  of  sheep,  10  whole  and  10  parts  of  pigs,  and  6 whole 
and  14  parts  of  calves  were  also  condemned  in  the  meat  markets. 
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Tinned  Foods. 

Considerable  attention  continues  to  be  paid  to  the  inspection  of  tinned  foods. 
All  factories  where  such  articles  are  prepared  are  regularly  visited,  and  care  is 
taken  to  ensure,  not  only  that  the  meat  used  is  of  good  quality  and  free  from  disease 
but  also  that  scrupulous  cleanliness  is  observed  in  and  about  the  works. 

Wholesale  warehouses  and  retail  shops  are  also  regularly  visited  and  a sharp 
look-out  is  kept  for  “ blown  ” tins.  Altogether,  183  different  lots,  comprising  beef, 
mutton,  salmon,  fruit,  condensed  milk,  liquid  eggs,  and  tomato  puree,  and  weighing 
11,518  lbs.,  were  destroyed. 


The  Public  Health  (Unsound  Food)  Regulations  (Scotland),  1908. 

The  shipping  sheds  are  visited  from  time  to  time,  but  in  no  case  was  it  found 
necessary  to  take  action  as  prescribed  in  the  Regulations.  The  bulk  of  the  food 
stuffs  arriving  in  Aberdeen  are  consigned  to  local  warehouses,  and,  as  already  stated, 
these  are  regularly  visited. 


The  Public  Health  (Foreign  Meat)  Regulations  (Scotland),  1908. 

No  foreign  meat,  within  the  meaning  of  the  above  Regulations,  was  received  in 
Aberdeen  during  the  year. 


Prosecutions. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  report  that  in  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to 
institute  legal  proceedings  against  any  one  for  having  in  his  possession,  or  having 
sold  or  exposed  for  sale,  any  food  which  was  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

A detailed  statement  of  the  meat  seized  during  each  month  of  the  year,  as 
also  a comparative  statement  with  past  years,  will  be  found  in  an  Appendix  at  the 
end  of  the  Report. 


SEIZURES  IN  SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 
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THE  SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 


Undernoted  are  particulars  as  to  the  samples  procured  in  accordance  with  the 
Acts  : — 


Number  ok  Samples 
Procured. 

Number  not  Genuine. 

j Number  of 
J Prosecutions. 

j Number 
Successful. 

Amount  of 
Fines 
Imposed. 

Formal 

In- 

formal. 

Total. 

Formal 

In- 

formal. 

Total. 

Sweet  Milk, 

445 

3 

448 

25 

2 

27 

14 

14 

£50 

0 

0 

Skimmed  Milk, 

40 

0 

40 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cream,  .... 

6 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Butter,  .... 

40 

0 

40 

5 

0 

5 

2 

2 

5 

2 

0 

Margarine, 

24 

0 

24 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cocoa,  .... 

13 

0 

13 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Whisky,  .... 

11 

0 

11 

1 

0 

1 

1 

l 

5 

0 

0 

Rum,  .... 

11 

0 

11 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Brandy,  .... 

3 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Gin, 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Liquid  Egg  Yolk, 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Drugs,  .... 

0 

10 

10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals, 

594 

14 

608 

31 

2 

33 

17 

17 

£60 

2 

0 

In  addition  to  the  above,  43  unofficial  samples  of  milk  were  taken  at  byres,  or 
during  the  course  of  the  transit  of  the  milk. 
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Sweet  Milk. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  total  number  of  official  samples  of  sweet  milk 
procured  was  445,  and  of  these,  25,  or  5-6  per  cent.,  were  found  to  be  under  the 

standard. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  official  samples  of  sweet  milk  procured 
in  each  of  the  past  nine  years,  with  particulars  as  to  the  numbers  found  under  the 

standard : — 


Year. 

Number  of 
Samples. 

Number 
deficient  in 
Fat. 

Number 
deficient  in 
Solids  other 
than  Fat. 

Number 
deficient  in 
both  Fat 
and  other 
Solids. 

Total 

Number 

deficient. 

Percentage 

deficient. 

Number 

of 

Prosecutions. 

1914,  . 

123 

21 

2 

1 

24 

19-5 

21 

1915,  • 

207 

21 

6 

5 

32 

15  6 

25 

1916, 

266 

35 

4 

6 

45 

17-8 

36 

1917,  • 

252 

36 

12 

3 

51 

20  2 

37 

1918,  • 

240 

15 

3 

1 

19 

7-9 

9 

1919,  . 

262 

25 

3 

3 

31 

11-8 

22 

1920,  . 

272 

10 

1 

2 

13 

4*8 

6 

1921.  . 

431 

18 

7 

2 

27 

6-3 

15 

1922,  . 

445 

22 

3 

0 

25 

5-6 

14 

Totals, 

2,498 

203 

41 

23 

267 

10-7 

185 

The  average  percentage  of  deficient  samples  during  the  period  referred  to  is  10*7. 
It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  during  each  of  the  last  three  years  the 
percentage  of  deficient  samples  has  been  considerably  under  the  average,  being  4*8, 
6 '3,  and  5 ’6,  respectively. 

The  Department  continues  the  practice,  commenced  in  1914,  in  the  case  of  a 
retailer  selling  deficient  milk,  of  taking  a sample  in  the  course  of  delivery  from 
consigner  to  consignee.  Similarly,  in  the  event  of  a producer’s  sample  being  found 
to  be  under  the  standard,  the  byre  is  visited  at  the  earliest  possible  date,  and  a 

sample  procured. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  as  to  the  number  of  official  samples  of  sweet 
milk  procured  from  producers  as  compared  with  the  number  procured  from  retailers 
or  wholesalers  during  the  period  of  1914-22.  In  each  case,  the  number  of  samples 
found  deficient  at  the  byre,  or  in  course  of  delivery  to  the  retailer  or  wholesaler, 

is  excluded : — 
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Year. 

Number  of 
Samples 
procured  from 
Producers. 

Number 

deficient. 

Percentage 

deficient. 

Number  of 
Samples 
procured  from 
Retailers  or 
Wholesalers. 

Number 

deficient. 

Percentage 

deficient. 

1914, 

60 

13 

21*7 

63 

8 

12*7 

1915, 

115 

15 

13  0 

92 

12 

130 

1916, 

122 

22 

18  0 

144 

15 

104 

1917, 

143 

32 

224 

109 

9 

8*3 

1918, 

104 

5 

4*8 

136 

9 

6 6 

1919, 

143 

13 

9*1 

119 

9 

7*6 

1920, 

132 

4 

3 0 

140 

5 

3 6 

1921, 

240 

11 

4 6 

191 

9 

4*7 

1922, 

222 

8 

3-6 

* 223 

8 

36 

Totals,  . | 

1,281 

123 

9-6 

1,217 

84 

6 9 

Four  of  the  samples  procured  in  course  of  delivery  were  found  to  be  under  the 
standard,  while  five  of  the  samples  procured  at  byres  were  also  under  the  standard. 
In  none  of  these  cases  were  legal  proceedings  instituted.  In  other  two  cases  also 
legal  proceedings  were  not  instituted  as  the  contents  of  the  particular  can  from 
which  the  complained  of  sample  was  procured  was  found  to  be  under  the  standard, 
although  the  whole  consignments,  of  which  these  individual  cans  formed  part,  were 
above  the  standard.  The  Inter- Departmental  Committee  on  the  Laws,  Regulations, 
and  Procedure  governing  the  Sale  of  Milk  in  Scotland,  have  recommended  that 
“it  should  be  the  producer’s  duty  to  see  that  his  milk  is  properly  mixed  in  order 
to  supply  milk  that  conforms  with  the  minimum  limit.  Accordingly,  each  can  of 
milk  consigned  by  a producer  should  contain  milk  with  butter  fat  up  to  the  limit.” 

Undernoted  are  particulars  regarding  all  the  deficient  samples  of  sweet  milk 
procured  from  producers  during  the  year,  together  with  similar  information  regarding 
samples  of  the  corresponding  milk  procured  at  the  byres.  The  majority  of  the 
complained  of  samples  were  taken  from  consignments  embracing  the  whole  of  the 
milk  obtained  at  one  milking.  In  other  cases,  the  consignment  consisted  of  the 
product  of  either  two  or  three  milkings.  When  considered  necessary,  samples  were 
procured  at  the  byre  of  the  “morning,”  “midday,”  and  “evening  ” milks. 
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Official  Samples. 

Byre  Samples. 

Remarks. 

Nature  of 

Fat. 

Solids, 

Nature  of 

Fat. 

Solids, 

Milk. 

not  Fat. 

Milk. 

not  Fat. 

Evening  . 

1-90 

S-98 

Evening 

3-72 

910 

Penalty,  £3  10s. 

Morning  . 

2-68 

8-85 

Morning 

3-02 

8*97 

Penalty,  £1. 

Evening  . 

2-80 

8-87 

Evening 

3 55 

919 

Penalty,  £1  15s. 

Morning 

3*05 

8 90  , 

Morning  . 

2-73 

8-83 

Midday 

4-69 

8-53  ) 

Penalty,  £4. 

Evening 

410 

8 80  * 

Morning  . 

2-82 

8-86 

Morning 

Evening 

2'82 
3 49 

8-86  \ 
8-99  J 

No  proceedings  taken,  j 

Morning 

2-90 

9-00 

Morning 

3 23 

8-96 

Penalty,  £4. 

Mixture  of  morn- 
ing & evening 

2-54 

8 97 

Morning 

Evening 

2 60 
2 65 

8 99 
8 99 

No  proceedings  taken. 

Evening 

2-89 

8-79 

Evening 

3 22 

9 06 

Penalty,  £1  15s. 

Evening  . 

2-10 

9-17 

Evening 

4-10 

8-97 

Penalty,  £12. 

Morning  . 

4 02 

8-14 

f Morning 
l (whole  herd) 

412 

8*41  j 

No  proceedings  taken. 

( Morning 

412 

8 16  \ 

(3  cows) 

Morning  . 

2-90 

8 53  ! 

Morning 

2-90 

8 59 

No  proceedings  taken. 

It  will  be  observed  that  four  “byre”  samples  were  deficient  in  fat,  while  two 
were  deficient  in  solids  other  than  fat. 

In  two  undernoted  cases  the  deficiencies  in  fat  were  due  to  changes  which  had 
taken  place  during  the  transit  of  the  milk. 

The  results  of  fuller  investigation  into  the  production  and  distribution  of  the 
milk  supplies  providing  such  deficiencies  are  of  sufficient  interest  to  be  recorded.  The 
particulars  are  as  follows  : — 

Case  No.  1. — The  herd  consisted  of  16  cows,  but  at  the  time  of  my  visit  (8th 
March)  the  milk  of  only  six  of  these  cows  was  being  sent  to  the  City.  The  remainder 
of  the  cows  were  either  quite  dry,  or  had  calved  a day  or  two  previously.  The 
quantity  }delded  in  the  evening  was  about  5J  gallons,  while  the  quantity  in  the 
morning  was  about  7 gallons.  The  cows  were  milked  twice  a day,  viz.,  4*30  p.m. 
and  5-30  a.m. 

On  the  day  prior  to  my  visit  to  the  byre  I had  procured  samples  from  the 
consignments  of  “evening”  and  “morning”  milk  as  delivered  in  the  City.  The 
“evening”  milk  contained  3-03  per  cent,  fat  and  8-89  per  cent,  solids  other  than 
fat;  while  the  “morning”  milk  contained  2*82  per  cent,  fat  and  8*86  per  cent, 
solids  other  than  fat. 

The  sample  of  “morning”  milk  procured  at  the  byre  contained  2-82  per  cent, 
fat  and  8 -86  per  cent,  solids  other  than  fat,  being  exactly  the  same  percentages  of 
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fat  and  solids  other  than  fat  as  those  contained  in  the  sample  taken  from  the 
corresponding  consignment  of  “ morning  ” milk  procured  in  the  City. 

The  sample  of  “evening”  milk  procured  at  the  byre  contained  3-49  per  cent, 
fat  and  8-99  per  cent,  solids  other  than  fat,  as  compared  with  3*03  per  cent,  fat 
and  8-89  per  cent,  solids  other  than  fat  contained  in  the  sample  procured  in  the  City 
from  a corresponding  consignment  of  “evening”  milk. 

On  31st  March,  I procured  further  samples  of  the  “morning”  and  “evening” 
milk  in  the  course  of  delivery  to  the  retailer.  At  that  time  the  consignment  of 
“morning”  milk  consisted  of  19  gallons,  and  the  “evening”  milk  15  gallons.  The 
“morning  ” milk  contained  3 ‘92  per  cent,  fat  and  9 ‘00  per  cent,  solids  other  than  fat; 
while  the  “evening  ” milk  contained  4*17  per  cent,  fat  and  9-04  per  cent,  solids  other 
than  fat. 

On  5th  December,  I procured  a sample  from  a consignment  of  19  gallons.  On 
this  occasion  the  “morning”  and  “evening”  milks  were  not  distinguished.  The 
sample  contained  3*21  per  cent,  fat  and  9*08  per  cent,  solids  other  than  fat. 

Case  No.  2. — The  herd  consisted  of  9 cows,  but  at  the  time  of  my  visit  (3rd 
April)  only  five  were  in  milk.  The  cows  were  milked  twice  daily,  viz.,  5-45  a.m. 
and  5*15  p.m. 

A mixed  sample  of  the  “evening”  milk,  amounting  to  7 gallons,  procured  at 
the  byre  contained  2-65  per  cent,  fat  and  8*99  per  cent,  solids  other  than  fat; 
while  a mixed  sample  of  the  “morning”  milk,  amounting  to  8 gallons,  contained 
2-60  per  cent,  fat  and  8*99  per  cent,  solids  other  than  fat. 

In  addition  to  procuring  the  aforementioned  two  samples  at  the  byre,  I obtained 
a sample  of  the  “ morning  ” milk  of  each  of  the  five  cows,  and  had  these  samples 


examined  in  the  Public  Health  Laboratory. 

Undernoted  are  particulars:  — 

Quantity  of  Milk.  Fat. 

Cow  No.  1 ...  1 gallon  . . . . 2*6 

,,  ,,  2 ...  2 gallons  ....  2-3 

,,  ,,  3 . . . 2J  gallons  . . 2-5 

,,  ,,  4 . . Fully  1 gallon  . . 3-0 

,,  ,,  5 . . . Fully  1 gallon  . . 2*6 


Two  days  prior  to  visiting  the  byre,  I procured  a sample  from  a consignment 
of  10  gallons  which  was  stated  to  consist  of  4 gallons  “evening”  milk  and  6 gallons 
“morning”  milk.  This  sample  contained  2-54  per  cent,  fat  and  8-97  per  cent, 
solids  other  than  fat. 

On  22nd  J une,  I procured  a sample  from  a consignment  of  20  gallons.  On  this 
occasion  the  “morning”  and  “evening”  milks  were  not  distinguished.  The  sample 
contained  3-22  per  cent,  fat  and  8-87  per  cent,  solids  other  than  fat. 

On  5th  December,  I procured  samples  from  7 gallons  “morning”  milk  and  5 
gallons  “evening”  milk.  The  “morning”  milk  contained  3*14  per  cent,  fat  and 
8*83  per  cent,  solids  other  than  fat;  while  the  “evening”  milk  contained  3*60  per 
cent,  fat  and  9 03  per  oent.  solids  other  than  fat. 
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Case  No.  3. — The  herd  consisted  of  12  cows,  and  all  the  cows  were  in  milk  at 
the  time  of  the  visit  (7th  August).  The  cows  were  milked  twice  a day,  viz.,  5*15 
a.m.  and  5*15  p.m. 

Two  days  prior  to  my  visiting  the  byre,  I had  procured  a sample  from  a con- 
signment of  3 gallons  then  in  course  of  delivery  to  a retailer  in  the  City.  This 
sample,  which  contained  4-02  per  cent,  fat  and  8*14  per  cent,  solids  other  than  fat, 
was  procured  on  account  of  a retailer  having  supplied  a pint  of  milk  containing 
4*20  per  cent,  fat  and  8-28  per  cent,  other  solids. 

A mixed  sample  of  the  “morning”  milk  of  the  whole  herd,  amounting  to  12 
gallons,  contained  4-12  per  cent,  fat  and  8*41  per  cent,  solids  other  than  fat.  I 
also  procured  a sample  of  the  milk  of  the  three  cows  which  were  said  to  have 
yielded  the  complained  of  consignment,  and  this  sample  contained  4*12  per  cent, 
fat  and  8-16  per  cent,  solids  other  than  fat. 

On  obtaining  the  results  of  the  analysis  of  the  “byre”  samples,  I arranged 
with  the  farmer  to  revisit  the  byre  and  procure  unofficial  samples  of  the  “morning  ” 
milk  of  each  of  the  individual  cows,  and  also  another  unofficial  sample  of  the  milk 
of  the  whole  herd.  This  was  done  eight  days  later. 

Undernoted  are  particulars  as  to  the  results  : — 


Quantity  of  Milk. 

Fat. 

Solids  not  Fat. 

Cow  No.  1 (about  Jths  of  a gallon) 

3-75 

7-79 

Cow  No.  2 (about  lfth  gallons)  . 

3*70 

8 01 

Cow  No.  3 (about  ljth  gallons) 

4-30 

8-34 

Cow  No.  4 (about  ljth  gallons)  . 

3-40 

8 37 

Cow  No.  5 (about  ljth  gallons) 

3-60 

8-61 

Cow  No.  6 (about  1 gallon)  .... 

4*40 

8-94 

Cow  No.  7 (about  lfth  gallons)  . 

3-20 

8-55 

Cow  No.  8 (about  ljth  gallons) 

3-65 

8-68 

Cow  No.  9 (about  Jths  of  a gallon) 

4-30 

8-63 

Cow  No.  10  (about  l^th  gallon)  . 

3-20 

8-94 

Cow  No.  11  (about  l^th  gallons)  . 

3*70 

818 

Cow  No.  12  (about  1 gallon)  . 

4-50 

7-70 

Mixed  sample  of  the  “morning”  milk  of 

whole  herd  ...... 

3-80 

8-39 

On  28th  December,  another  sample  was  taken  from  the  consignment  of  3 
gallons  “morning”  milk  in  course  of  delivery  to  the  retailer.  This  sample  con- 
tained 3*38  per  cent,  fat  and  8-85  per  cent,  solids  other  than  fat. 

Case  No.  4. — The  herd  consisted  of  14  cows,  and  at  the  time  of  my  visit  (8th 
December)  all  the  cows  were  in  milk. 

Two  days  previous  to  my  visiting  the  byre  I had  procured  two  samples  from 
consignments  then  in  course  of  delivery  to  the  retailer.  One  sample  was  taken  from 
a consignment  of  20  gallons  “morning”  milk,  and  contained  2-90  per  cent,  fat 
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and  8-53  per  cent,  solids  other  than  fat.  The  second  sample  was  taken  from  a 
consignment  of  20  gallons — partly  “ midday  ” and  partly  “ evening  ” milk — and 
contained  3*28  per  cent,  fat  and  8 -86  per  cent,  solids  other  than  fat. 

A mixed  sample  of  the  “ morning  ” milk  of  the  whole  herd  contained  2-90  per 
cent,  fat  and  8-59  per  cent,  solids  other  than  fat.  The  cows  were  milked  three  times  a 
day,  viz.,  5-30  a.m.,  12  noon,  and  7 p.m. 

On  28th  February  last,  I procured  samples  from  consignments  of  20  gallons 
“hot”  and  20  gallons  “cold”  milk.  The  “hot”  milk  contained  3*69  per  cent,  fat 
and  9*00  per  cent,  solids  other  than  fat;  while  the  “cold  ” milk  contained  3-60  per 
cent,  fat  and  9*16  per  cent,  solids  other  than  fat. 


In  the  two  remaining  cases  it  was  found  that  the  deficiency  in  fat  was  due  to 
changes  which  had  taken  place  in  the  milk  during  the  course  of  transit. 

The  circumstances  were  as  follows  : — 

Case  No.  5. — On  11th  January,  I purchased  two  samples  of  milk  from  a farmer’s 
retail  cart.  The  “morning”  milk  contained  3*26  per  cent,  fat  and  8*84  per  cent, 
solids  other  than  fat;  while  the  “evening”  milk  contained  1*90  per  cent,  fat  and 
8*98  per  cent,  solids  other  than  fat. 

I visited  the  byre  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day  and  procured  two  samples. 
One  sample  consisted  of  the  milk  of  the  cows  which  were  said  to  have  yielded  the 
10  gallons  from  which  the  complained  of  sample  was  taken.  This  sample  contained 
3*72  per  cent,  fat  and  9-10  per  cent,  solids  other  than  fat.  The  second  sample 
consisted  of  a mixed  sample  of  the  “evening”  milk  of  the  whole  herd  (20  cows),  and 
amounted  to  about  13  gallons.  This  sample  contained  3*66  per  cent,  fat  and  9’07 
per  cent,  solids  other  than  fat. 

The  complained  of, sample  was  drawn  from  the  tap  of  a 10-gallon  vertical  can 
which  was  filled  to  the  top  with  “cold  ” or  “evening  ” milk.  I was  informed  at  the 
time  of  the  purchase  that  no  milk  had  been  taken  out  of  this  can  since  the  cart 
left  the  farm. 

Immediately  after  the  samples  were  taken  at  the  byre,  I saw  the  10  gallons  of 
“evening  ” milk  which  had  just  been  sampled  poured  into  the  same  can  as  that  from 
which  the  complained  of  sample  had  been  drawn.  This  can  was  deposited  in  the 
milkhouse,  and  was  kept  there  until  it  was  put  on  to  the  dairy  cart  some  twelve  hours 
later. 

I thereupon,  unknown  to  the  farmer,  resolved  to  revisit  on  the  following  morning 
the  point  where  the  complained  of  sample  had  been  purchased,  and  take  a number  of 
samples  out  of  the  same  can,  the  mixed  contents  of  which  had,  as  previously 
mentioned,  been  already  sampled  at  the  byre. 

I accordingly  revisited  the  same  point  on  the  following  morning,  but  on  this 
occasion  the  cart  was  about  half-an-hour  later  on  arriving  as  compared  with  the 
preceding  day.  This  was  due  to  the  slippery  condition  of  the  roads,  with  the  result 
that  most  of  the  journey  (a  distance  of  5 miles  or  thereby)  had  to  be  done  at  walking 
pace  instead  instead  of  trotting,  as  is  customary,  for  a considerable  part  of  the 
distance. 
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Four  samples  were  taken.  The  first  sample,  which  contained  1'05  per  cent,  fat 
and  9 '00  per  cent,  solids  other  than  fat,  consisted  of  a pint  of  milk  drawn  from  the 
tap  of  the  same  can  as  the  complained  of  sample,  and  under  exactly  similar  conditions. 

The  second  sample,  which  contained  2-42  per  cent,  fat  and  9*03  per  cent,  solids 
other  than  fat,  was  taken  from  a consignment  of  4 gallons,  supplied  daily  to  a shop 
about  150  yards  distant  from  the  point  where  the  first  sample  was  procured.  The 
4 gallons  were  drawn  off  the  tap  of  the  can. 

The  third  sample,  which  contained  4*48  per  cent,  fat  and  8*97  per  cent,  solids 
other  than  fat,  was  taken  from  a consignment  of  5|  gallons  delivered  at  another 
shop  some  200  yards  distant. 

The  fourth  sample,  which  contained  4*58  per  cent,  fat  and  8-99  per  cent,  solids 
other  than  fat,  was  taken  from  the  remainder  of  the  milk  (less  than  half  a gallon) 

in  the  10-gallon  can. 

The  10-gallon  can  after  being  filled  in  my  presence  in  the  evening  was,  of  course, 
out  of  my  sight  until  the  cart  arrived  in  the  City  on  the  following  morning,  but  on 
averaging  the  results  of  the  analyses  of  the  four  samples  taken  from  the  can  after 
the  cart  arrived  in  the  City,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  milk  had  not  been  tampered  with 

overnight. 

Seven  samples  of  this  producer’s  milk  have  been  procured  from  time  to  time, 
and  all  have  been  certified  to  be  genuine.  After  consultation  with  the  Town  Clerk, 
the  Procurator-Fiscal  and  myself  interviewed  the  farmer,  and  on  getting  from  him 
an  undertaking  that  in  future  he  would  thoroughly  plunge  the  contents  of  his  can 
immediately  before  the  cart  left  for  the  City,  and  that  lie  would  meet  the  expenses 
incurred  by  me  in  visiting  the  byre  and  in  the  taking  of  the  additional  samples,  we 
decided  not  to  prosecute.  The  sum  of  £3  10s.  was  paid. 

On  28th  March,  a sample  of  “cold”  milk  purchased  from  this  producer  was 
found  to  contain  3 '42  per  cent,  fat  and  9 '04  per  cent,  solids  other  than  fat.  The 
farmer  now  only  fills  the  can  three-quarters  full,  and  plunges  the  contents  im- 
mediately before  leaving  the  byre. 

Case  No.  6. — On  22nd  May,  I purchased  a sample  of  milk  from  a retail  lorry 
belonging  to  one  of  the  principal  dairy  firms  in  the  City.  This  firm  handles  about 
2,600  gallons  of  milk  daily.  The  sample  contained  1 * 92  per  cent,  fat  and  9*00  per 

solids  other  than  fat. 

On  receiving  intimation  from  the  Public  Analyst  that  he  had  reason  to  doubt 
the  aforesaid  sample,  I immediately  communicated  with  the  firm,  and  was  informed 
that  the  can  in  question  had  been  filled  out  of  a vat  containing  200  gallons  milk.  I 
have  from  time  to  time  taken  samples  of  all  the  supplies  to  this  dairy,  so  had  no 
reason  to  expect  that  a mixed  sample  from  a quantity  of  200  gallons  should  be  so 
far  below  the  standard.  I accordingly  arranged  to  visit  the  dairy  on  the  following 
day  and  take  samples.  It  was  also  thought  advisable  to  revisit  the  dairy  on  three 
other  occasions  and  take  further  samples. 
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Undernoted  are  particulars  of  all  the  samples  taken  : — 


Date  and 

Solids, 

Hour. 

Number  and  Description  of  Sample. 

Fat, 

not  Fat. 

24 th  May — 

8 '25  a.m. 

. Unofficial  Sample  No.  21.  Sample  taken  from  tap  of  17-gallon 
can  (complained  of  can,  Can  A)  immediately  after  being 
filled  from  vat  containing  200  gallons 

3 61 

8-77 

9 25  a.m. 

Unofficial  Sample  No  22.  Sample  taken  from  tap  of  same  can 
(Can  A)  at  same  point  as  complained  of  sample,  and  after 
about  5 gallons  had  been  sold.  Sample  corresponded  with 
Sample  No.  304 — the  complained  of  sample 

2-52 

8'71 

9 28  a.m. 

. Unofficial  Sample  No  23.  Sample  taken  from  tap  of  same  can 
(Can  A)  at  same  point  as  Unofficial  Sample  No.  22,  but 
before  taking  the  sample  contents  of  can  had  been 
thoroughly  plunged 

401 

8-76 

30 th  May — 

8 30  a.m. 

. Unofficial  Sample  No.  24.  Sample  corresponding  to  Unofficial 
Sample  No.  21.  Temperature  of  milk — 57°  F. 

3'49 

8'91 

9 20  a.m. 

Unofficial  Sample  No.  25.  Sample  corresponding  to  Sample 
No.  304,  and  also  to  Unofficial  Sample  No.  22.  Tempera- 
ture of  milk — 58 '5°  F. 

273 

8*89 

9 '25  a.m. 

. Unofficial  Sample  No.  26.  Sample  corresponding  to  Unofficial 
Sample  No.  23.  Temperature  of  milk — 58  '5°  F. 

3-79 

8'96 

9'30  a.m. 

Unofficial  Sample  No.  27.  Sample  taken  out  of  another  17- 
gallon  can  (Can  B)  which  was  also  conveyed  in  the  same 
lorry.  This  can  was  filled  simultaneously  with  Can  A out 
of  the  same  vat.  There  are  two  taps  in  the  vat,  and  the 
time  taken  to  fill  the  cans  was  45  seconds.  Can  B, 
however,  was  plunged  immediately  before  the  cart  started 
its  round,  viz.,  half-an-hour  after  the  can  was  filled, 
whereas  in  the  case  of  Can  A,  no  plunging  took  place. 
Prior  to  taking  this  sample,  which  was  taken  at  the  same 
point  as  Unofficial  Sample  No.  26,  exactly  similar  quan- 
tities had  been  taken  out  of  this  can  as  were  taken  out  of 
Can  A.  Temperature  of  milk — 58 '5°  F. 

2'69 

8'89 

31s£  May — 

8 '30  a.m. 

. Unofficial  Sample  No.  2S.  Sample  corresponded  with  Un- 
official Samples  Nos.  21  and  24.  Temperature  of  milk  — 
59°  F. 

3'51 

8'91 

9 30  a.m. 

Unofficial  Sample  No.  29.  Sample  corresponded  with  Sample 
No.  304  and  Unofficial  Samples  Nos.  22  and  25.  Tempera- 
ture of  milk — 62°  F. 

3 04 

8*96 

9 '32  a.m. 

Unofficial  Sample  No.  30.  Sample  corresponded  with  Unofficial 
Samples  Nos.  23  and  26.  Temperature  of  milk — 62°  F. 

3*55 

8-93 

9 '35  a.m. 

. Unofficial  Sample  No.  31.  Sample  corresponded  with  Unofficial 
Sample  No.  27.  Temperature  of  milk — 62°  F. 

2-90 

8'97 

1 9 th  June — 

S'30  a.m. 

Unofficial  Sample  No.  32.  Sample  corresponded  with  Unofficial 
Samples  Nos.  21,  24,  and  28.  Temperature  of  milk — 59°  F. 

3 '40 

8 98 

8 30  a.m. 

. Unofficial  Sample  No.  33.  Sample  taken  from  tap  of  second 
can  (Can  B),  which  was  filled  out  of  same  vat  at  same  time 
as  corresponding  sample  from  Can  A (Unofficial  Sample 
No.  32).  Temperature  of  milk — 59°  F. 

3'52 

8-89 
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Date  and 

Solids 

Hour. 

\$th  July — 

Number  and  Description  of  Sample. 

continued— 

Fat. 

not  Fat. 

S'47  a.m. 

. Unofficial  Sample  No.  34.  Sample  taken  from  tap  of  Can  B 
after  contents  had  been  stationary  for  17  minutes.  Can 
was  plunged  immediately  before  sample  was  taken.  Tem- 
perature of  milk — 59°  F. 

3-49 

8-98 

8 ‘50  a.  m. 

. Unofficial  Sample  No.  35.  Sample  taken  from  tap  of  Can  A 
after  contents  had  been  stationary  for  20  minutes.  Can 
was  not  plunged  prior  to  sample  being  taken.  Tempera- 
ture of  milk — 59°  F. 

2-88 

891 

9 30  a.  m. 

. Unofficial  Sample  No.  36.  Sample  corresponded  with  Sample 
No.  304  and  Unofficial  Samples  Nos.  22,  25,  and  29. 
Temperature  of  milk — 59 ’5°  F. 

2 35 

8-87 

9 32  a.m. 

. Unofficial  Sample  No.  37.  Sample  taken  from  tap  of  Can  B 
(without  plunging)  at  same  point  as  Sample  No.  36.  This 
can  had,  however,  been  plunged  on  this  occasion  17 
minutes  after  being  filled.  Temperature  of  milk — 59 '5°  F. 

316 

8-97 

9 35  a.m. 

Unofficial  Sample  No.  38.  Sample  corresponded  with  Un- 
official Samples  Nos.  23,  26,  and  30.  Temperature  of 
milk — 59 ’5°  F. 

3 67 

8-93 

9 37  a.m. 

. Unofficial  Sample  No.  39.  Sample  corresponded  with  Un- 
official Samples  Nos.  27  and  31.  Temperature  of  milk — 
59  5°  F. 

3 39 

8 95 

All  these  samples  were  taken  either  in  the  presence  of  myself  and  one  of  my 
assistants,  or  in  the  presence  of  two  of  my  assistants.  The  cans  were  never  out  of 
our  sight,  and  nothing  was  done  to  the  milk,  except  that  in  the  cases  mentioned  the 
contents  of  the  can  were  plunged  immediately  before  the  sample  was  taken. 

It  ought  to  be  mentioned  that  the  light  lorry  on  which  the  cans  were  conveyed 
is  fitted  with  solid  rubber  tyres,  and  each  can  is  placed  in  a closely  fitted  circular 
wooden  wedge.  In  addition,  each  can  is  fixed  to  the  outside  of  the  lorry  by  leather 
straps,  and  the  cans  are  similarly  fixed  to  each  other. 

It  will  be  observed  that  all  the  samples  corresponding  with  the  complained  of 
sample,  viz.,  Unofficial  Samples  Nos.  22,  25,  29,  and  36,  all  show  a considerable 
reduction  of  fat  as  compared  with  the  samples  taken  from  the  same  can  immediately 
after  being  filled  from  the  vat. 

It  will  also  be  observed,  as  regards  Samples  Nos.  27  and  31,  which  were  taken 
out  of  a can  similar  to  Can  A,  and  under  exactly  the  same  conditions  (except  that  the 
contents  of  this  can  were  plunged  immediately  before  the  lorry  started  on  its  round, 
whereas  in  the  case  of  Can  A,  no  plunging  took  place  after  the  can  was  filled),  that 
there  is  also  a very  considerable  reduction  in  the  fat  content.  Indeed,  in  comparing 
Samples  Nos.  29  and  31,  it  will  be  observed  that  the  reduction  in  fat  is  greater 
in  the  can  which  was  plunged  immediately  before  the  cart  started. 

The  Procurator-Fiscal  and  myself  consulted  with  the  Town  Clerk.  After  taking 
all  the  facts  into  consideration,  we  decided  to  withdraw  the  complaint  on  condition 
that  the  dairyman  paid  the  expenses — amounting  to  £6 — incurred  in  connection 
with  the  analyses  of  the  experimental  samples  procured.  This  sum  was  accordingly 
paid. 
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The  dairyman  has  also  arranged  to  make  certain  alterations  in  his  methods  of 
distributing  milk.  For  example,  none  of  his  cans  are  now  filled  more  than  three- 
quarters  full. 

On  10th  June,  a sample  of  milk  was  purchased  from  another  of  the  dairy  carts 
belonging  to  this  firm.  The  cart  was,  however,  of  a different  type,  fitted  with  iron 
tyres,  and  the  cans  were  swung  on  the  cart.  The  sample  contained  3-64  per  cent, 
fat  and  8*93  per  cent,  solids  other  than  fat. 

In  view  of  the  changes  which  took  place  in  the  complained  of  sample  of  milk 
during  the  transit  of  the  dairy  lorry,  I thought  it  right  to  communicate  in  the 
undernoted  terms  with  all  the  dairymen  (some  130  in  number)  retailing  milk  from 
carts  in  the  City  : — 

Dear  Sir, 

The  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

I recently  purchased  a sample  of  sweet  milk,  supplied  out  of  a retail  drum  in 
a dairy  cart,  and  on  analysis  this  sample  was  found  to  be  very  considerably  under  the 
required  standard  of  3 per  cent.  fat. 

As  the  result  of  a series  of  experiments  which  I made,  I was  satisfied  that  the  milk 
had  not  been  tampered  with,  and  that  the  poor  quality  of  the  sample  complained  of  was 
due  to  the  fat  having  been  allowed  to  rise  to  the  top.  The  High  Court  has,  however, 
decided  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  retailer  to  take  whatever  steps  may  be  necessary  to 
keep  the  milk  in  its  natural  condition  during  the  course  of  sale. 

So  far  as  selling  from  a dairy  cart  is  concerned,  this  result  should  be  achieved  by 
thoroughly  plunging  the  contents  of  the  can  or  cans  immediately  before  the  cart  leaves 
the  dairy  premises,  and  only  filling  the  cans  to,  say,  three-fourths  of  their  capacity,  in 
order  to  allow  the  milk  to  have  room  to  agitate  while  the  delivery  cart  is  in  motion. 

I shall  be  obliged,  therefore,  if  you  will  give  such  instructions  on  these  lines  to  your 
employees  as  will  ensure  that  milk  distributed  by  you  is  not  allowed  to  settle  during 
transit,  and  to  fall  below  the  standard. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  James  Cumming, 

Officer  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

On  22nd  September,  a sample  purchased  from  the  same  lorry  was  found  to 
contain  3-60  per  cent,  fat  and  8 -90  per  cent,  solids  other  than  fat. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  one  of  the  points  to  which  the  special  attention  of  the 
Inter-Departmental  Committee  appointed  by  the  Scottish  Board  of  Health  was 
directed  was  the  “ Presumptive  or  legal  standard  for  milk,”  it  is  of  interest  to 
observe  that  the  average  quantities  of  fat  and  solids  other  than  fat  in  all  the  samples 
analysed  was  as  follows:  — 


Y ear. 

No.  of  Samples. 

Fat. 

Soluls  not  Fat. 

1919  . 

262 

3-38 

8*95 

1920  . 

272 

3-48 

8-96 

1921  . 

429 

3-50 

8-89 

1922  . 

445 

3-53 

8-91 

No  similar  information  is  available  for  the  earlier  years. 
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In  calculating  the  averages  for  the  year  1921,  no  account  has  been  taken  of 
two  abnormal  samples  which  contained,  respectively,  17-24  per  cent,  fat  and  7*76 
per  cent,  solids  other  than  fat  and  8*23  per  cent,  fat  and  8-69  per  cent,  solids  other 

than  fat. 

The  following  table  gives  information  as  to  the  number  and  nature  of  the 
official  samples  of  sweet  milk  analysed : — 


Year 

Retail  Samples  from 
Shops. 

Retail  Samples  from 
Carts. 

Wholesale  Samples  in  | 
course  of  Delivery,  i 

Samples  Taken  on 
Delivery 
at  Institutions. 

Samples 

taken. 

Found 

adulter- 

ated. 

Per- 

centage 

adulter 

ated. 

Samples 

taken. 

Found 

adulter- 

ated. 

Per- 

centage 

adulter- 

ated. 

Samples 

taken. 

Found 

adulter- 

ated. 

Per- 
centage 
adulter- 
ated. i 

Samples 

taken. 

Found 

adulter- 

ated. 

Per 

centage 

adulter- 

ated. 

1914.  • 

50 

8 

16-0 

; 35 

7 

20  0 

24 

8 

l 

33-3 

14 

1 

7-1 

1915,  . 

82 

i4 

17-1 

64 

4 

6-2  | 

38 

11 

29-0 

23 

3 

130 

1916.  • 

118 

19 

161 

82 

9 

11-0 

47 

16 

34-0 

19 

1 

5-3 

! 1917,  • 

83 

11 

13-3 

54 

6 

111 

92 

34 

37'0 

23 

0 

o-o 

1918,  • 

123 

8 

6-5 

66 

7 

10-6 

1 49 

4 

8-2 

2 

0 

o-o 

1919,  . 

i 101 

14 

13-7 

36 

2 

5-5 

123 

15 

12-2 

2 

0 

0-0 

1920,  . 

129 

6 

4-7 

32 

2 

6-3 

111 

5 

4 5 

0 

0 

0 0 

1921,  . 

166 

10 

6-0 

87 

3 

34 

176 

14 

8-0 

2 

0 

o-o 

1922,  . 

188 

10 

5-3 

86 

5 

58 

' 169 

10 

59 

2 

0 

0 0 

Totals,  . 

1,040 

100 

9-6 

j 542 

45 

8-3 

829 

117 

141 

87 

5 

5-7 

It  is  gratifying  to  observe  that  in  recent  years  there  has  been  a considerable 
decrease  in  the  percentages  of  deficient  samples. 

In  only  one  sample — purchased  from  a producer — was  colouring  matter,  viz., 
annatto,  found.  The  seller  pled  guilty,  and  was  fined  <£5. 

The  Inter-Departmental  Committee  issued  their  report  in  the  course  of  last 
year.  The  following  summary  of  their  recommendations  is  submitted:  — 

1.  The  Minimum  Limit. 

A new  system  of  administration  is  necessary  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  milk — 

(a)  There  should  be  a legal  minimum  limit  for  butter  fat  and  solids  not  fat  in  milk. 
Meantime  the  figures  of  this  limit  should  be  not  less  than  3 per  cent,  of  fat  and 
8*5  per  cent,  other  solids. 

( b ) There  should  be  a legal  minimum  limit,  for  skimmed  and  separated  milk,  of  8*7 
per  cent,  solids  other  than  fat. 

(c)  There  should  be  legal  minimum  limits — 

(1)  For  ordinary  cream,  of  10  per  cent,  butter  fat,  and 

(2)  For  double  cream,  of  40  per  cent,  butter  fat. 
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( d ) There  should  be  a legal  minimum  limit  of  5 per  cent,  solids  not  fat  in  butter- 
milk. 

The  figures  of  the  limit  for  milk  should  be  determined  by  order  of  the  Central 
Department,  which  should  have  power  to  revoke  such  an  order  and  impose  a new  one. 
They  should  also  define  milk. 

Regardless  of  the  minimum  limit,  the  addition  of  water  to  milk  (including  skimmed 
and  separated  milk)  should  remain  an  offence. 

The  Central  Department  should  be  empowered,  after  due  enquiry,  to  fix  local 
minimum  limits  for  milk. 

The  addition  of  thickening  matter  to  cream  should  be  definitely  prohibited. 

2.  The  Administration  of  the  Legal  Minimum  Limit. 

All  milk  vendors  should  be  registered  in  the  manner  contemplated  by  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  (Scotland)  Act,  1914,  and  the  provisions  as  to  removal  of  unsuitable  persons  from 
the  register  should  apply  to  offences  against  the  minimum  limit. 

The  milk  of  every  producer,  wholesale  dealer,  -and  retailer  should  be  sampled 
regularly  and  frequently,  and  the  person  concerned  should  receive,  at  the  earliest 
possible  date  after  sampling,  a statement  of  the  figures  obtained  by  the  public  analyst. 

The  Local  Authority  should  conduct  sampling  of  milk  at  the  premises  where  it  is 
produced,  and  the  producer  and  any  other  Local  Authorities  concerned  should  be  supplied 
with  the  results  of  analysis. 

The  system  of  official  milk  records  deserves  the  strongest  support.  It  is  part  of  the 
producer’s  business  to  make  himself  generally  acquainted  with  the  quality  of  the  milk  he 
supplies  to  the  public. 

It  should  be  the  producer’s  duty  to  see  that  his  milk  is  properly  mixed,  in  order  to 
supply  milk  that  conforms  with  the  minimum  limit.  Accordingly,  each  can  of  milk 
consigned  by  a producer  should  contain  milk  with  butter  fat  up  to  the  limit. 

For  the  purpose  of  assisting  wholesale  dealers  and  retailers,  it  should  be  competent 
for  the  Sampling  Officer,  when  requested,  to  take  a sample  of  milk  and  to  furnish  the 
vendor  with  the  figures  of  analysis.  It  should  be  an  offence  for  any  vendor  to  use 
these  figures  of  analysis  in  a way  which  is  intended  to  prejudice  any  other  person,  and, 
in  order  that  this  method  of  assistance  may  not  be  unduly  strained,  Local  Authorities 
should  have  the  option  of  charging  a modified  fee. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  retailer  to  see  that  his  customers  receive  a fair  sample  of  the 
milk  which  he  retails. 

The  Sampling  Officer,  by  enquiry  and  advice,  should  make  certain  that  each  person 
in  charge  of  milk  is  aware  of  what  is  expected  of  him. 

When  an  official  sample  is  found  to  contain  less  than  the  proportion  of  constituent 
parts  set  out  above,  the  Sampling  Officer,  or  Administrative  Officer,  should  investigate 
the  circumstances,  and  should  use  every  endeavour  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  deficiency 

The  first  time  an  official  sample  is  found  below  the  minimum  limit  there  should  be  a 
warning,  unless  the  Local  Authority  are  satisfied  that  it  is  a case  of  adulteration. 

The  milk  of  any  vendor  whose  milk  has  been  found  below  the  limit  should  be 
sampled  more  frequently. 

The  Local  Authority  should  have  power  to  withdraw  the  certificate  of  registration 
after  a person  has  been  convicted  in  Court  four  times.  In  the  case  of  multiple  shops,  this 
should  only  apply  to  the  shop  concerned. 

In  order  to  safeguard  the  interests  of  milk  producers  and  vendors,  a person  whose 
certificate  of  registration  is  withdrawn  should  be  enabled  to  appeal  to  the  Sheriff,  but  it 
should  not  be  possible  to  evade  the  law  by  removing  from  one  area  into  another. 

There  should  be  one  Central  Department  dealing  with  the  administration  in  regard 
to  milk,  and  this  should  be  the  Scottish  Board  of  Health.  Where  necessary,  the  con- 
currence of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  for  Scotland  to  the  action  of  the  Central  Department 
should  be  obtained. 
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3.  Warranty  of  Composition. 

With  the  legal  minimum  limit,  the  warranty  of  composition  ceases  to  be  a defence. 

If  any  producer  or  wholesale  dealer  is  found  adulterating  milk,  it  will  be  necessary 
for  the  Local  Authority  to  keep  watch  over  his  supply  at  all  times,  lest  innocent 
retailers  be  punished  for  his  adulterations. 

4.  Sampling. 

Bottling  of  milk  should  be  encouraged  and  extended.  When  sampling  bottled  milk 
the  Sampling  Officer  should  take  special  pains  to  ensure  that  the  nature  of  the  sample 
does  not'  lead  to  error. 

The  existing  procedure  in  regard  to  the  taking  of  samples  should  be  continued. 

The  employment  of  deputies,  where  necessary,  is  approved. 

The  results  obtained  from  test  samples  demonstrate  the  value  of  this  method  of 
sampling,  but  in  future  the  figures  of  analyses  of  test  samples  should  be  intimated  in  due 

course  to  the  vendor. 

The  Central  Department  should  make  an  order,  as  contemplated  by  Section  12  (2)  (d) 
of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Act,  1914,  requiring  the  proper  fastening,  sealing, 
and  identification  of  churns  and  vessels  used  for  conveying  milk  for  sale.  There  is  no 
reason  why  the  farmer  should  not  accept  responsibility  for  the  results  obtained  by 
proper  sampling,  if,  at  the  time  of  sampling,  his  seal  is  unbroken.  If  milk  is  to  be 
sampled  on  delivery,  in  the  absence  of  the  supplier  or  of  his  servant,  it  should  be  sampled 
in  the  premises  of  the  wholesale  or  retail  dealer. 

The  officials  of  the  consuming  Local  Authority  should  be  enabled  to  take  samples  of 
the  milk  “at  the  place  of  delivery,”  when  this  place  is  within  the  district  of  any  other 
Local  Authority,  if  the  two  Authorities  have  come  to  an  arrangement  to  that  effect. 
Failing  such  an  arrangement,  the  consuming  Local  Authority  should  be  enabled  to  call 
on  the  other  Local  Authority  to  take  samples,  on  the  lines  of  Section  21  of  the  Milk 
and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Act,  1914. 

The  detailed  methods  of  sampling  the  milk  of  producers  should  be  the  subject  of 
regulations  to  be  made  by  the  Central  Department. 

The  Sampling  Officer  should  be  empowered  to  sample  milk  anywhere  within  his  area, 
as  long  as  the  milk  is  in  charge  of  any  responsible  person,  and  he  has  reasonable 
grounds  for  concluding  that  the  milk  is  consigned  for  sale. 

When  the  milk  of  a retailer  is  found  to  be  under  the  minimum  limit,  immediate 
steps  should  be  taken  to  obtain  a sample,  or  more  than  one  sample,  from  the  person 
supplying  him. 

A Sampling  Officer  should  take  whatever  precautions  he  can  to  prevent  the  news 
that  he  is  sampling  a retailer’s  milk  from  reaching  the  supplier. 

It  is  essential  that  the  Sampling  Officer  should  see  that  the  vessels  used  by  his 

deputies  are  thoroughly  dry. 

When  milk  is  sampled  at  the  point  of  delivery  to  a retailer,  it  ought  to  be  plunged, 
poured,  or  otherwise  thoroughly  mixed  before  sampling. 

Where  there  is  no  occasion  to  suspect  the  honesty  of  the  milk  vendor,  the  sample 
taken  should  be  a pint  sample. 

Sampling  should  be  fairly  distributed  throughout  the  year. 

All  milk  vessels  should  be  labelled  to  show  the  contents.  This  applies  to  vessels 
containing  cream,  whole  milk,  skimmed  milk,  including  separated  milk,  and  buttermilk. 

The  whole  method  of  retail  sampling  should  be  the  subject  of  regulations  by  the 
Central  Department,  and  should  be  revised  from  time  to  time  if  necessary. 

When  the  Local  Authority  have  reason  to  suspect  tampering,  they  should  require  the 
vendor’s  analyst  to  produce  the  sample  bottle  in  Court,  and  to  supply  particulars  in 
regard  to  any  indications  of  tampering  which  he  may  have  observed.  There  should  be  a 
specific  penalty  for  the  offence  of  tampering. 
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Obstruction  of  the  Sampling  Officer,  or  refusal  to  sell  to  or  supply  a Sampling 
Officer,  should  be  considered  equivalent  to  an  infringement  of  the  minimum  limit,  in 
connection  with  possible  withdrawal  of  the  certificate  of  registration. 

The  Local  Authorities  of  small  burghs  should,  wherever  possible,  join  with  County 
Councils  for  the  purpose  of  having  sampling  carried  out  by  skilled  officials. 

5.  Methods  of  Analysis. 

The  methods  of  analysis  should,  as  far  as  possible,  be  uniform.  These  methods 
should  be  determined  and  agreed  on  by  the  Association  of  Public  Analysts  of  Scotland, 
and  should  be  communicated  to  the  Central  Department  from  time  to  time. 

In  the  analysis  of  a sample  of  milk,  the  public  analyst  should  be  required  to  ascertain 
the  fat,  the  total  amount  of  solids  other  than  fat,  and  the  amounts  of  preservative  and  of 
foreign  ingredients,  if  any.  Any  observations  that  he  may  desire  to  make  in  regard  to 
the  sample  should  be  made  below  his  signature,  and  the  methods  of  analysis  employed 
should  also  be  added  in  this  form. 

There  is  no  case  for  requiring  the  public  analyst  personally  to  analyse  samples  of 
milk,  if  he  has  competent  assistants  and  if  he  himself  takes  the  responsibility  for  results. 

The  public  analyst  should  return  results  of  his  analysis  to  the  Sampling  Officer 
within  ten  days  of  the  receipt  of  the  sample. 

Every  person  from  whom  an  official  sample  is  taken  should  be  furnished  as  soon  as 
practicable,  and  in  any  case  within  a fortnight,  with  a copy  of  the  certificate  of  analysis. 

When  the  third  portion  of  a sample  is  sent  by  direction  of  the  Court  to  the  Govern- 
ment Chemist,  the  results  of  analysis  obtained  by  the  public  analyst  should  not  be 
supplied,  but  a general  statement  of  the  nature  of  the  deficiency  or  alleged  adulteration 
should  be  given. 

Valuable  information  might  be  obtained  if  a series  of  analyses  were  made  in  order 
to  collect  information  in  regard  to  the  proportions  of  nitrogen,  lactose,  and  mineral 
matter  in  milk.  The  third  portion  of  samples,  both  over  and  under  the  minimum  limit, 
might  be  used  for  this  purpose. 

6.  The  Court  of  Trial  and  the  Incidence  of  Expenses. 

All  cases  taken  to  Court  should  be  tried  before  the  Sheriff  or  the  Sheriff-Substitute, 
or  before  a Stipendiary  Magistrate  where  one  has  been  appointed. 

The  existing  provisions  in  regard  to  the  initiation  of  legal  proceedings,  especially 
in  so  far  as  they  authorise  the  person  causing  the  analysis  to  be  made  to  prosecute, 
should  be  continued. 

The  penalties  imposed  in  milk  cases  are  inadequate,  and  do  not  act  as  a deterrent  on 
the  persistent  offender. 

Expenses  should  be  granted  to  a successful  prosecutor  or  a successful  defendant. 

7.  Other  Questions. 

The  existing  provisions  in  regard  to  milk  should  be  gathered  together  and  should  be 
incorporated  in  one  statute,  along  with  the  provisions  which  may  be  devised  as  a result 
of  the  recommendations  in  this  Report. 

The  appeal  to  the  cow  should  be  regarded  as  evidence  in  any  case  of  adulteration  if 
it  is  carried  out  within  seven  days  after  the  official  sample  is  taken. 

Producers  should  be  paid  on  the  butter-fat  basis. 

Colouring  should  be  prohibited. 

The  sale  of  reconstituted  milk  should  be  regulated. 

There  should  be  as  little  delay  as  possible  in  bringing  into  operation  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  (Scotland)  Act,  1914. 

Propaganda  work,  in  which  farmers  and  dairymen  ought  to  assist,  should  be  under- 
taken, to  impress  on  the  public  the  value  of  a plentiful  supply  of  clean  milk. 


49 


There  is  little  doubt  that  if  the  recommendations  of  the  Committee  are  given 
effect  to,  a considerable  advance  will  be  made  in  the  law  relating  to  the  sale  of  milk. 
The  present  “ presumptive  standard  ” has  in  some  parts  of  the  country  given  rise  to 
grave  difficulty  in  the  administration  of  the  law,  and  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the 
administrative  officers  who  gave  evidence  before  the  Committee  was  that  the 
‘presumptive  standard  ” should  be  replaced  by  a “legal  standard.” 

As  I have  frequently  found  on  visiting  byres*  that  the  mixed  milk  of  the  herd 
was  under  the  standard  in  either  fat  or  solids  other  than  fat,  it  might  be  considered 
that  it  is  a_  hardship  on  the  producer  to  fix  a legal  standard.  From  my  experience, 
however,  I am  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  causes  which  contribute  to  milk  being 
under  the  standard,  e.g.,  unequal  intervals  between  the  periods  of  milking,  failure 
to  mix  the  milk  properly,  incomplete  milking  of  the  cows,  and  insufficient  or  improper 
feeding,  are  all  preventable.  This  is  borne  out  by  the  fact  that,  although  within  the 
last  nine  years  I have  in  no  fewer  than  30  cases  found  the  mixed  milk  of  a whole 
herd  deficient  at  the  byre  in  either  fat  or  solids  other  than  fat,  in  only  one  case  have 
I on  a second  occasion  got  deficient  milk  from  the  owner  of  any  of  these  herds.  In 
this  case  it  was  twice  found  that  the  mixed  “morning”  milk  of  the  whole  herd 
(10  cows)  was  under  the  standard  for  fat.  The  last  occasion  was  four  years  ago. 
Since  that  date  three  samples  have  been  taken  from  this  producer,  and  the  amount  of 
fat  contained  in  each  of  the  samples  was  3*36,  3*71,  and  4*41,  respectively. 

In  all  cases  where  milk  under  the  standard  is  obtained  as  it  comes  from  the 
cows,  it  is  my  practice  to  write  the  farmer  and  inform  him  that,  although  he  has 
not  contravened  the  law  as  it  at  present  stands,  it  is  only  right  that  he  should,  in 
the  interests  of  his  customers,  take  whatever  steps  may  be.  necessary  to  ensure  that 
the  milk  supplied  by  him  complies  with  the  requirements  of  the  Sale  of  Milk 
Regulations. 

Our  experience  in  finding  that  in  such  a large  number  of  cases  the  milk  as  it 
came  from  the  cows  was  under  the  standard,  is  rather  unique,  as  it  was  generally 
believed  that  it  was  very  rare  to  find  the  milk  of  more  than  two  or  three  cows 
under  the  standard.  The  universal  opinion  was  that  if  you  mixed  the  milk  of  a 
whole  herd,  consisting  of,  say,  not  less  than  half  a dozen  cows,  the  milk  would 
invariably  be  above  the  standard.  Such  has  not  been  our  experience.  It  is,  there- 
fore, all  the  more  gratifying  to  find  that,  even  in  such  cases  as  have  been  referred  to, 
the  farmer,  after  being  warned  about  the  quality  of  his  milk,  has  had  no  difficulty 
in  supplying  a milk  which  contains  at  least  3 per  cent,  fat  and  8*5  per  cent,  solids 
other  than  fat. 

As  another  illustration  of  my  opinion  that  there  is  no  unfairness  in  making 
the  present  standard  a “legal”  instead  of  a “presumptive”  one,  I should  mention 
that,  during  the  last  four  years,  we  have  procured  1,408  official  samples  of  milk, 
and  that  the  average  amount  of  fat  contained  in  these  samples,  including  all  the 
deficient  samples,  was  3*47  per  cent.,  and  the  average  amount  of  solids  other  than 
fat  was  8*93  per  cent. 

Unofficial  Samples  of  Sweet  Milk. 

During  the  year,  273  unofficial  samples  were  procured,  and  examined  for  fat 
in  the  Public  Health  Laboratory.  Of  these  samples,  126  were  taken  on  delivery  at 
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City  dairies  from  consignments  which  were  collected  by  the  dairymen  outside  the 
City.  None  of  these  samples  was  definitely  under  the  standard.  The  remaining  147 
samples  were  partly  taken  from  suspicious  supplies  which  are  kept  under  close 
observation,  and  partly  from  individual  cans  forming  part  of  a consignment.  It  is 
sometimes  found  that,  although  the  whole  consignment  is  up  to  the  standard,  the 
milk  in  one  or  more  of  the  cans  is  below  the  standard.  As  the  retailer  frequently 
uses  separately  the  contents  of  an  individual  can,  he,  if  such  milk  be  found  under 
standard,  renders  himself  liable  to  prosecution,  and,  as  the  law  stands  at  present, 
proceedings  cannot  be  instituted  against  the  farmer  should  the  entire  consignment  be 
found  to  comply  with  the  standard.  As  already  stated,  however,  one  of  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Inter-Departmental  Committee  is  that  each  can  of  milk  consigned 
by  a producer  should  contain  milk  with  butter  fat  up  to  the  limit. 


Skimmed  Milk. 


Forty  official  samples  of  skimmed  milk  were  procured  in  the  course  of  the  year 
and  all  were  found  genuine. 


ng  table  gives 

particulars  as  to 

the  number 

of  samples  < 

> 1914:  — 

No  of 

No.  under 

Percentage 

Y ear. 

Samples. 

Standard. 

under  Standard. 

1914 

7 

0 

00 

1915 

25 

0 

00 

1916 

58 

11 

190 

1917 

50 

2 

4-0 

1918 

18 

1 

5*6 

1919 

17 

2 

11-8 

1920 

24 

1 

4-2 

1921 

34 

0 

o-o 

1922 

40 

0 

o-o 

Totals 

. 273 

17 

6-2 

It  will  be  observed  that  since  1st  January,  1920,  98  samples  have  been  obtained, 
and  only  one  found  under  the  standard. 

The  average  percentages  of  fat  and  solids  other  than  fat  contained  in  the 


samples 

of  skimmed  milk  procured  during  the  last  four  years  were  .as  under  : — 

Year. 

Number  of  Samples. 

I*’ at. 

Solids  not  Fat. 

1919  . 

17 

1-71 

8-86 

1920  . 

24 

1*17 

8-91 

1921 

34 

1-39 

8*89 

1922 

40 

1-21 

8-87 

A 

considerable  portion 

of  the  skimmed 

milk  sold 

in  Aberdeen  is  “ 

skimmed. ” The  percentages  of  fat  in  this  class  of  milk  ranged  from  1*01  to  2'87. 
As  regards  separated  ” milk  the  percentages  of  fat  ranged  from  O' 14  to  0’89. 
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Cream. 


In  order  to  see  whether  the  requirements  of  the  Milk  (Scotland)  Order,  1921, 
as  regards  the  prohibition  of  colouring  matter,  were  being  complied  with,  six  samples 
of  cream  were  purchased,  and  the  Analyst  reported  that  no  colouring  matter  was 
present  in  any  of  the  samples. 

Undernoted  are  particulars  as  to  the  prices  and  quality  of  the  samples.  Half 
a pint  was  purchased  in  each  case  : — 


No. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 


Price. 

Fat. 

Solids  other  than  f:»t 

6d. 

13-40 

7-20 

8d. 

12-20 

8-09 

lOd. 

24-19 

4-21 

v- 

27-51 

4-79 

1/- 

26-83 

4-67 

1/- 

27-43 

4-77 

When  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  the  legal  minimum  limit  for  ordinary  cream, 
recommended  by  the  Inter-Departmental  Committee,  is  10  per  cent,  butter  fat,  it 
will  be  seen  that,  for  the  prices  charged,  all  the  samples  were  good  value. 


Batter. 

Of  the  40  samples  of  butter  purchased,  5,  or  12-5  per  cent.,  were  under  the 
standard.  One  of  the  samples  contained  foreign  fat  to  the  extent  of  30  per  cent., 
and  the  amount  of  water  contained  in  each  of  the  remaining  deficient  samples  was, 
respectively,  16-3,  16-6,  17‘8,  and  19*4  per  cent.  Prosecutions  were  instituted  in 
two  cases.  Letters  of  warning  were  sent  in  two  cases,  and  in  the  remaining  case 
the  merchant  died  before  the  date  of  trial. 

In  one  case  the  seller  was  protected  by  a warranty,  but  as  the  excess  of  water 
amounted  to  only  0'6  per  cent.,  no  proceedings  were  taken  either  against  the  seller 
or  against  the  manufacturer  for  issuing  a false  warranty.  It  was  our  intention  to 
take  a further  sample  in  course  of  delivery,  but  the  producer  ceased  sending  butter 
to  the  City. 


Margarine . 

All  the  24  samples  purchased  were  genuine. 

It  was  found  that  in  14  of  these  cases  the  requirements  of  the  Act  as  regards 
labelling  and  marking  were  not  being  fully  complied  with.  Letters  of  warning, 
accompanied  by  a circular  containing  excerpts  from  the  Acts,  were  sent  to  all 

offenders. 

Cocoa. 

In  view  of  the  possible  presence  of  arsenic,  13  samples  of  cocoa  were  purchased 

and  all  found  genuine. 

Spirits. 

Eleven  samples  of  whisky,  11  of  rum,  3 of  brandy,  and  1 of  gin  were  purchased. 
One  of  the  samples  of  whisky  was  certified  to  be  39 -72  degrees  under  proof,  and  the 
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seller — a licensed  grocer — was  fined  <£5.  Of  the  26  samples,  16  were  procured  in 
public-houses,  and  10  in  grocers’  shops. 

No  samples  of  diluted  spirits  were  purchased,  but  in  5 of  the  public-houses,  the 
notices  exhibited  on  the  receptacles  containing  such  spirits  did  not,  in  my  opinion, 
comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Act  inasmuch  as  they  did  not  indicate  to  the 
purchaser  the  fact  that  the  spirits  were  diluted.  Letters  were  sent  to  each  of  the 
publicans  concerned  asking  them  to  have  proper  notices  exhibited,  and,  on  revisiting 
their  premises,  it  was  found  that  proper  notices  had  been  procured. 

In  March  last,  the  Court  of  Justiciary  held  that  such  notices  were  insufficient, 
and  steps  have  been  taken  by  the  Executive  of  the  Licenoeholders’  Association  to 
obtain  proper  notices. 


Drugs . 

All  the  10  samples  of  drugs  analysed,  consisting  of  camphorated  oil,  lime 
water,  mercury  ointment,  yellow  mercuric  oxide  ointment,  red  precipitate  ointment, 
iron  pills,  blue  pills,  cod  liver  oil,  Easton’s  syrup  and  grey  powder,  were  certified 
genuine. 

EAG  FLOCK  ACT,  1911. 


Thirteen  samples  were  procured  under  the  above  Act,  and  duly  analysed. 

Six  of  the  samples  were  procured  from  upholsterers,  4 from  rag  flock  manu- 
facturers, and  3 from  bedding  manufacturers. 

All  the  samples  were  reported  as  conforming  with  the  standard  prescribed  by 
the  Regulations,  the  individual  results  being  as  follows: — - 


No.  of  Sample. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 


Chlorine  (of  Chlorides) 
per  100,000  parts  of  Flock. 

30 

28 

16 

6 

22 

8 

20 

26 

15 

20 

16 
20 
17 


POISONS  AND  PHARMACY  ACT,  1908. 

No  fresh  applications  were  received  for  permission  to  sell  substances  to  be  used 
exclusively  in  agriculture  or  horticulture.  Applications  for  the  renewal  of  existing 
licences  were  made  and  granted.  The  premises  were  visited  from  time  to  time,  and 
the  arrangements  for  keeping  poisonous  substances  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
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SHOPS  ACT,  1912,  AND  THE  SHOPS  (EARLY  CLOSING)  ACTS, 

1920  AND  1921. 

The  provisions  of  these  Acts,  and  the  Half-Holiday  Orders  and  Closing  Orders 
made  under  the  principal  Act,  have  been  regularly  enforced.  In  all,  7,231  inspections 
were  made,  and  legal  proceedings  were  instituted  in  18  cases.  All  the  prosecutions 
were  in  connection  with  contraventions  of  the  Shops  (Early  Closing)  Acts. 

Half -Holiday  Orders. 

No  additional  Order  was  made  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

During  the  week  ending  23rd  December,  six  shopkeepers  failed  to  close  their 
shops  for  the  weekly  half-holiday.  In  December,  1914,  the  Town  Council,  in 
order  to  remove  a difficulty  which  had  been  felt  by  shopkeepers,  made  an  Amending 
Order  which  enacts  that  “During  the  week  in  which  Christmas  Day  and  New  Year's 
Day  occur,  the  half-holiday  for  the  shops  affected  shall  be  such  day  as  the  occupier 
may  specify  in  a notice  affixed  in  the  shop,  as  provided  by  Section  4 (3)  of  the  Shops 
Act,  1912.” 

In  order  to  have  kept  themselves  within  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  the  six  shop- 
keepers referred  to  should  have  closed  all  day  on  Christmas  Day,  but,  by  opening 
on  the  forenoon  of  that  day,  as  they  did,  they  contravened  the  Act.  The  cases 
were  reported  for  prosecution,  but,  after  consultation  with  the  Town  Clerk,  it  was 
decided  that  in  lieu  of  legal  proceedings  being  instituted,  a letter  of  warning  from  the 
Procurator-Fiscal  should  be  sent.  This  was  accordingly  done. 

Closing  Orders  under  Section  5 ( for  fixing  the  closing  hour  for  the  several  days  of 

the  week ). 

There  are  six  Closing  Orders  in  force,  namely,  those  for  butchers,  hairdressers, 
drapers,  clothiers  and  outfitters,  chemists,  boot  and  shoe  dealers,  and  ironmongers. 

No  additional  Order  was  made  during  the  year,  but  the  butchers  were  successful 
in  obtaining  a new  Order  whereby  all  shops  must  be  closed  on  every  evening  of  the 
week  not  later  than  7 p.m.  Under  the  previous  Order  obtained  in  1913,  butchers’ 
shops  could  remain  open  until  9 p.m.  on  Thursdays  and  10  p.m.  on  Saturdays. 

As  the  result  of  inspections  made,  it  was  found  that  19  shopkeepers  had  failed 
to  close  their  shops  at  the  prescribed  hours.  No  evidence  was  obtained,  however, 
that  customers  had  been  served  after  the  closing  hours.  Letters  were  accordingly 
sent  warning  the  shopkeepers  to  see  that  the  doors  of  their  shops  were  closed  at  the 
proper  hours. 

In  three  cases  it  was  observed  from  advertisements  in  the  press  that  firms  of 
travelling  auctioneers  contemplated  holding  sales  after  the  closing  hours  fixed  in 
Local  Orders.  Letters  were  sent  informing  the  firms  of  the  local  closing  hours,  and 
in  every  case  the  provisions  of  the  Orders  were  complied  with. 

Section  1 (1)  and  (2) — Shop  Assistants’  Half -Holiday . 

No  case  was  discovered  where  the  assistant  did  not  get  a half-holiday.  In  two 
cases  it  was  found  that  the  assistants  were  employed  until  2 p.m.  instead  of  1*30 
p.m.  It  was  considered  sufficient  to  send  letters  of  warning  to  the  offenders. 
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In  104  shops,  it  was  found  that  the  assistants’  half-holiday  notice  was  either 
awanting  or  was  not  properly  filled  up.  Letters  of  warning  were  sent  in  every  case, 
and  on  subsequent  inspection  it  was  found  that  proper  notices  were  exhibited. 

Section  1 (3) — Intervals  for  Meals. 

In  only  two  cases  was  it  found  that  the  requirements  as  regards  intervals  for 
meals  were  not  being  complied  with.  After  the  attention  of  the  shopkeepers  was 
drawn  to  the  contraventions,  the  matter  was  rectified. 

Section  2(1)  and  (3) — Hours  of  Employment  of  Young  Persons  under  18  years 
of  age. 

One  contravention  of  this  section — which  requires  that  young  persons  under  18 
years  of  age  must  not  be  employed  more  than  74  hours,  including  meal  times,  in  one 
week — was  discovered.  It  was  found,  however,  that  there  would  be  considerable 
difficulty  in  proving  this  case,  and,  as  the  shopkeeper  almost  immediately  afterwards 
gave  up  business,  no  proceedings  were  instituted. 

Letters  were  sent  in  50  cases  regarding  the  non-exhibition  of  the  requisite 
notices,  and  the  notices  were  duly  procured. 

Section  3 — Seats  for  Female  Shop  Assistants. 

No  contravention  of  this  section — which  requires  that  in  all  rooms  of  a shop 
where  female  assistants  are  employed  in  the  serving  of  customers,  the  occupier  of 
the  shop  shall  provide  seats  behind  the  counter,  in  the  proportion  of  not  less  than 
one  seat  to  every  three  female  shop  assistants — was  discovered. 


Section  If  (1)  and  (3) — Hal f -II olid ay  Closing  of  Shops. 

Complaints  were  received  about  the  occupiers  of  “ mixed  ” shops  selling  non- 
exempted  articles  on  the  afternoon  of  the  half-holiday,  but  on  an  attempt  being  made 
to  purchase  the  articles  complained  of,  the  complaints  were  not  substantiated. 

There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  a number  of  the  occupiers  of  the  smaller  class 
of  shop  are  guilty  of  this  practice,  and  in  fairness  to  the  shopkeepers  who  strictly 
conform  with  the  requirements,  a circular  was  issued  to  the  occupiers  of  "mixed” 
shops  warning  them  that  if  a contravention  was  discovered  prosecution  would  follow. 


Section  9 — Provisions  as  to  Trading  elsewhere  than  in  Shops. 

One  fish  hawker  was  discovered  selling  fish  half-an-hour  beyond  the  time  pre- 
scribed for  the  closing  of  fishmongers’  shops,  and  a letter  of  warning  was  sent. 

Section  10  (1) — Conditions  for  “Mixed”  Shops  remaining  open  on  the  Weekly 
Half -Holiday . 

The  attention  of  171  shopkeepers  was  drawn  to  the  fact  that  the  notices  re- 
quired under  this  section  were  not  being  exhibited,  and  in  every  case  the  omission 
was  remedied. 
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Shops  (Early  Closing)  Act , 1920 , as  amended  by  the  Act  of  1921. 

By  these  Acts  the  Order  made  in  1917  under  the  Defence  of  the  Realm  Regula- 
tions is  continued  in  force,  and  has  effect  in  the  area  of  any  Local  Authority  as  if  it 
were  a Closing  Order  made  and  confirmed  under  the  Shops  Act,  1912. 

Numerous  complaints  have  been  received  from  shopkeepers  regarding  their 
neighbours  or  competitors  selling  non-exempted  articles  after  the  closing  hours 
prescribed  in  the  Act.  In  18  cases  proceedings  were  instituted  and  convictions 
obtained  in  17  cases — the  penalties,  including  expenses,  aggregating  £26.  In  the 
remaining  case,  the  charge  was  found  “not  proven.” 

In  the  preceding  year  the  number  of  prosecutions  was  29. 

It  was  originally  intended  that  this  Act  should  cease  to  become  operative  on 
31st  December,  1921,  but  by  the  Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Acts  it  has  been 
continued  from  year  to  year,  and  has  recently  been  extended  up  to  31st  December, 
1924.  There  is  no  doubt  that  considerable  vexation  and  irritation  exist  among 
certain  shopkeepers  and  members  of  the  public  regarding  the  restrictions  that  are  still 
being  kept  in  force  as  to  trading.  Everybody  is  agreed  as  to  the  desirability  of 
having  all  shops  closed  at  as  early  an  hour  as  possible,  but  this  Act  permits  the 
sale  of  certain  articles  beyond  the  prescribed  closing  hours,  so  that  the  shop  can  be 
kept  open  for  the  sale  of  these  articles.  For  example,  refreshments  for  consumption 
on  the  premises  can  be  sold  up  to  11  -30  p.m.,  but  refreshments  are  deemed  not  to 
include  ices  or  ice  cream.  The  result  is  that  in  the  summer  months  there  is  in 
tearooms  and  similar  places  a considerable  demand  on  the  part  of  the  public  for  ices, 
yet  these  cannot  be  served  after  9‘30  p.m.,  although  such  articles  as  fruit  salads, 
aerated  waters,  and  tea  and  coffee  can  be  served  so  long  as  the  premises  remain  open. 

Then,  again,  in  shops  where  articles  for  consumption  off  the  premises  only  can 
be  sold,  the  sale  of  fruit,  table  waters,  sweets,  chocolates,  or  other  sugar  con- 
fectionery and  ice  cream — all  more  or  less  what  might  be  termed  luxuries — is 
permitted  up  to  9 -30  p.m.,  yet  the  sale  of  such  articles  as  milk,  bread,  butter,  eggs, 
and  all  groceries  must  cease  at  8 p.m. 

As  stated  in  a previous  report,  it  might  be  desirable  for  the  legislature  to 
consider  whether  the  time  has  not  now  come  when  these  restrictions,  which  were 
introduced  as  a war  measure,  should  either  be  relaxed  or  abolished. 


EXTERMINATION  OF  RATS. 

The  agreement  entered  into  in  1917  between  a number  of  citizens. — mainly  the 
proprietors  of  food  warehouses  and  similar  premises — under  which  the  services  of 
the  two  Corporation  rat  catchers  were  made  available  to  the  contributors  to  the 
scheme,  is  still  in  operation.  The  number  of  contributors  at  the  end  of  1922  was 
57,  and  the  number  of  visits  paid  to  their  premises  during  the  year  was  2,098. 

The  services  of  the  rat  catchers  were  also  made  available,  on  request,  for  123 
citizens’  premises  which  were  found  to  be  infested  with  rats,  on  payment  of  the 
charges  fixed  by  the  Sub-Committee  supervising  the  scheme. 
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The  rat  catchers  periodically  visit  all  open  places,  such  as  rubbish  tips,  railway 
embankments,  burns,  &c.,  which  are  known  to  be  infested  with  rats,  and  also  all 
premises  belonging  to  the  Town  Council  which  are  similarly  infested. 

As  part  of  their  routine  duty  all  the  District  Inspectors  keep  a look  out  for  rat- 
infested  premises,  and  when  such  are  found,  and  sufficient  steps  are  not  being  taken  to 
exterminate  the  rats,  a notice  is  served,  under  the  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act, 
1920,  upon  either  the  occupier  or  owner.  The  number  of  such  notices  was  108,  as 
compared  with  176  in  1921,  and  79  in  1920. 

Under  the  Act  the  onus  of  exterminating  rats  and  taking  steps  to  prevent 
re-infestation  of  the  premises  is  placed  upon  the  occupier.  As  stated  in  a previous 
Report,  it  would  be  a great  advantage  if  power  were  given,  as  in  the  Public  Health 
Act  in  connection  with  nuisances,  to  serve  the  notices  on  either  the  occupier  or  the 
owner.  In  some  cases  it  might  be  found  advisable  to  serve  the  notices  upon  both 
occupier  and  owner.  In  tenemented  properties,  it  frequently  happens  that  it  is  some 
part  of  the  property  used  in  common  which  is  infested,  and  it  is  obviously  difficult 
to  get  the  tenants  in  such  cases  to  take  sufficient  steps  to  exterminate  the  rats, 
Moreover,  extensive  repairs  have  frequently  to  be  carried  out  in  order  to  prevent 
re-infestation  of  the  premises,  and  it  is  not  reasonable  to  expect  that  the  occupier 
should  have  to  bear  the  cost  of  such  repairs. 

When  dealing  with  tenemented  properties,  it  has  been  our  practice  to  call  upon 
the  owners  to  exterminate  the  rats  and  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  prevent  re- 
infestation,  and,  so  far,  we  have  had  comparatively  little  difficulty  in  getting 
owners  to  comply  with  our  demands.  It  would,  however,  be  much  more  satisfactory 
if  power  were  given  to  deal  with  the  owner,  as  well  as  the  occupier,  in  all  cases 
where  it  was  considered  this  procedure  was  necessary. 

In  every  case  efforts  are  made  to  discover  the  means  whereby  rats  obtain  access 
to  the  property,  and  notices  are  also  served  regarding  the  repairs  which  are  required 
in  order  to  prevent  re-infestation.  In  the  older  properties,  however,  it  is  difficult — 
in  fact,  impossible — to  render  the  premises  rat-proof,  and,  consequently,  in  some 
cases  the  only  alternative  is  to  keep  on  exterminating  the  rats. 

Valuable  aid  is  rendered  by  the  Burgh  Surveyor’s  Department  in  raising  the 
pavement  and  closing  up  the  rat  runs.  The  staffs  of  the  Electrical,  Gas,  and  Water 
Engineer’s  Departments  also  co-operate  by  seeing  that  all  holes  left  in  walls  after 
the  laying  of  electric  cables  or  gas  and  water  mains  are  properly  filled  up. 

Various  poisons  have  been  used  from  time  to  time,  but  as  the  result  of  our 
experience  we  have  now  practically  settled  down  to  the  almost  steady  use  of  arsenic 
and  liquid  red  squill.  The  former  is  used  with  a variety  of  baits;  while  the  latter 
is  used  in  the  form  of  squares  of  loaf  bread  thoroughly  soaked  with  a mixture  of  red 
squill  and  milk. 

Very  good  results  continue  to  be  obtained  by  the  use  of  red  squill.  Not  only  is 
this  form  of  poison  readily  eaten  by  rats,  but,  as  the  result  of  repeated  experiments 
in  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  it  has  been  proved  that  a piece  of  loaf  bread, 
one  inch  square,  if  thoroughly  soaked  with  squill  and  milk,  never  fails  to  kill  a rat. 
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A great  advantage  in  the  use  of  squill  is  that  it  is  guaranteed  by  the  makers 
to  be  non-injurious  to  domestic  animals — a claim  which  the  City  Bacteriologist  has, 
by  experiments  on  various  kinds  of  domestic  animals,  proved  to  be  well  founded. 
Squill  is,  therefore,  invariably  used  in  all  open  places,  such  as  burns  and  refuse 
tips,  and  also  in  such  places  as  granaries,  where  the  sweepings  are  customarily  sold 
for  poultry  food. 

During  the  period  of  drought  experienced  in  1921,  a liquid  arsenical  poison  was 
used  with  success.  This  was  simply  diluted  with  water  to  the  required  strength, 
and  it  was  found  that  in  premises  where  water  was  scarce,  rats  readily  drank  this 
mixture.  During  the  past  summer,  when  water  was  not  so  scarce,  less  use  was  made 

of  this  liquid. 


Undernoted  are  particulars  regarding  the  number  of  poisoned  baits  laid  during 

1922  — 


Contributors’ 

Premises. 

Non-Contributors’ 

Premises. 

Town  Council 
Premises. 

Total. 

Number  of  Baits  laid, 

52,670 

27,333 

9,631 

89,634 

Do.  taken  away 

22,144 

8,908 

6,225 

37,277 

liquid  Poison  laid,  . 

59^  pints. 

4 pint. 

60  pints. 

Do.  consumed  . 

14f  do. 

14|  do. 

Following  upon  a suggestion  made  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  two  “Bat 
Weeks”  were  held  during  the  year — the  first  in  March,  and  the  second  in  November. 

On  each  occasion  temporary  premises  were  rented  by  the  Department  for  the 
sale  of  rat  poison.  The  only  poisons  sold  were  two  forms  of  red  squill.  Each 
purchaser  was  supplied  with  a set  of  instructions  giving  full  information  as  to  how 
the  poison  was  used,  and  was  also  supplied  with  a stamped  addressed  post  card  on 
which  he  was  asked  to  give  particulars  as  to  the  number  of  occasions  on  which 
poisoned  baits  were  laid.  It  was  recommended  that  baits  should  be  laid  at  least 
three  times.  Prior  to  each  of  the  “Bat  Weeks,”  between  2,000  and  3,000  leaflets, 
inviting  the  occupiers  of  all  rat-infested  premises  to  take  part  in  the  campaign  were 
distributed  among  the  occupants  of  all  premises  likely  to  be  infested  with  rats. 
Advertisements  were  also  inserted  in  the  local  press.  During  these  special  campaigns 
the  rat  catchers  employed  by  the  Department  were  solely  employed  in  laying  poisoned 
baits  in  rubbish  tips,  burns,  sewers,  and  other  public  places. 
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Undernoted  are  particulars  as  to  the  quantities  of  poison  sold  on  each  occasion  : — 


March. 

November. 

City 

Purchasers. 

Country 

Purchasers. 

Total. 

1 

City 

Purchaser-1.  | 

Country 

Purchasers. 

Total. 

5-oz.  bottles 

342 

143 

485 

o 

0 

01 

68 

268 

10-oz.  do. 

86 

117 

203 

114 

87 

201 

25  oz.  do. 

24 

31 

55 

24 

41 

65 

Totals,  . 

452 

291 

743 

338 

196 

534 

Although  every  effort  was  made  to  get  all  purchasers  to  return  the  post  cards 
given  them,  it  was  disappointing  to  find  that  a considerable  number  failed  to  comply 
with  this  request. 


Undernoted  is  a summary  of  the  information  contained  in  the  post  cards  : — 

March. 


CITY  PURCHASERS. 


Number  of  Post  Cards. 

First  Occasion. 

Second  Occasion. 

Third  Occasion. 

Issued.  | Returned. 

Laid. 

Missing. 

Laid. 

Missing. 

Laid. 

Missing. 

452  i 289 

6,740 

4,044 

5,640 

2,311 

2,821 

885 

Percentage  of  Baits  \ 
missing  . . 1 

60  per  cent. 

41  per  cent. 

31  per  cent. 

Number  of  baits  laid  by  rat  catchers  in  public  places  . 6,250 

Number  of  such  baits  taken  away  ....  4,059 

Percentage  taken  away  . . .65  per  cent. 


COUNTRY  PURCHASERS. 


Number  of  Post  Cards. 

First  Occasion.  Second  Occasion. 

Third  Occasion. 

I&sued. 

Returned. 

Laid. 

Missing.  Laid. 

Missing. 

Laid. 

Missing. 

291 

197 

6,701 

4,677 

5,383 

. 

2,695 

3,182 

1,366 

Percentage  of  Baits\ 
missing  . . / 

70  per  cent. 

50  per  cent. 

43  per  cent. 
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November. 


CITY  PURCHASERS. 

Number  of  Post  Cards.  First  Occasion. 

Second  Occasion. 

Third  Occasion. 

lssried. 

Returned,  j 

Laid.  j Missing. 

■ aid.  Missing. 

Laid. 

Missing. 

338 

231 

4,264  2,344 

2,753  839 

1 ,45S 

256 

Percentage  of  Baits) 
missing  . . j 

55  per  cent. 

30  per  cent. 

J8  per  cent. 

Number  of  baits  laid  by  rat  catchers  in  public  places  . . 8,340 

Number  of  such  baits  taken  away  ....  4,153 

Percentage  taken  away  . . . . .50  per  cent. 


COUNTRY  PURCHASERS. 


Number  of  Post  Cards. 

First  Occasion. 

Second  Occasion. 

Third  Occasion. 

Issued. 

Returned. 

Laid. 

Missing. 

Laid. 

Missing. 

Laid.  Missinsr. 

196 

118 

3,007 

1,977 

2,206 

1,037 



1.084  312 

1 

■ Percentage  of  Baits ) i 
missing  . . J 

66  per  cent. 

1 

47  per  cent. 

29  per  cent. 

It  was  interesting  to  observe  from  the  post  cards  returned  that  in  a number  of 
cases  where  a large  number  of  baits  were  taken  away  on  the  first  occasion,  this 
number  was  not  only  greatly  reduced  on  the  second  occasion,  but  on  the  third 
occasion  it  was  found  that  no  baits  had  been  taken  away.  This  would  indicate  that 
for  the  time  being  the  premises  had  been  cleared  of  rats.  Indeed,  a number  of 
persons  stated  in  their  replies  that  up  to  the  date  of  writing — some  considerable  time 
after  the  poison  had  been  laid — their  premises  had  been  clear  of  rats.  Needless  to 
say,  however,  unless  steps  are  taken  to  prevent  re-infestation,  the  premises  will  again, 
sooner  or  later,  become  infested.  In  such  cases,  the  only  plan  is  for  the  occupants 
of  such  premises  to  lay  down  poison  whenever  the  rats  re-appear  and  not  wait  for 
the  “ Rat  Weeks.” 

It  is,  of  course,  impossible  to  state  the  number  of  rats  destroyed  during  either 
of  the  “Rat  Weeks,”  but  from  the  large  number  of  poisoned  baits  taken  away  it  is 
obvious  that  considerable  destruction  must  have  taken  place. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  campaigns  such  as  these  do  a considerable  amount  of 
good  in  awakening  public  interest,  and  probably  their  most  valuable  feature  is  the 
concentrated  effort  which  results  therefrom.  The  idea  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
is  that  similar  campaigns  should  take  place  in  every  district  in  Scotland  and  at  the 
same  time,  and  it  may  be  in  the  near  future  that  this  hope  may  be  realised.  No 
similar  campaigns  were  organised  in  the  Counties  of  Aberdeen  or  Kincardine,  but 
judging  from  the  quantities  of  poison  sold  to  country  purchasers — the  great  majority 
of  whom  resided  in  one  or  other  of  these  Counties — there  is  need  for  such  an  effort. 
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COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES  AND  HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS. 

At  the  end  of  1922,  there  were  only  two  common  lodging-houses  in  the  City, 
viz.,  the  Sailors’  Home  and  the  Home  for  Deep  Sea  Fishermen. 

The  number  of  houses  let  in  lodgings  on  the  register  was  34.  This  number 
includes  four  houses  which  were  formerly  registered  as  common  lodging-houses,  but 
which,  on  account  of  the  charge  per  night  having  been  in  1920  increased  beyond 
the  sum  of  6d.,  were  transferred  to  the  register  of  houses  let  in  lodgings. 

Forty  day  visits  and  24  night  visits  were  made  to  the  common  lodging-houses — 
while  451  day  and  164  night  visits  were  paid  to  the  houses  let  in  lodgings.  The 
houses  were  all  kept  in  good  repair  and  in  a cleanly  condition,  and  no  serious 
contravention  of  the  bye-laws  was  discovered.  Particular  attention  is  paid  to  the 
cleanliness  of  the  bedding. 

SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  THEATRES,  MUSIC  HALLS,  CINEMAS,  &c. 

Following  upon  a circular  letter  from  the  Scottish  Board  of  Health,  dated  6th 
December,  1920,  all  the  places  of  public  entertainment  were  periodically  visited 
during  the  year.  The  number  of  licensed  places  of  amusement  is  37,  and  the  number 
of  visits  paid  was  192. 

Special  attention  is  paid  to  the  ventilation  and  cleanliness  of  the  premises. 
Adequate  lavatory  accommodation  for  the  male  and  female  patrons  and  also  for  the 
artistes  was  provided  at  one  of  the  concert  halls. 

Undernoted  are  particulars  as  to  the  work  carried  out  at  the  instance  of  the 


Department : — 

Number  of  inspections  ......  192 

Improved  ventilation  provided  for  halls  ....  2 

Improved  ventilation  provided  for  water-closets  ...  2 

Sashcords  for  windows  renewed  .....  7 

Cords  for  ventilators  provided  . . . . . .11 

Premises  in  which  seats  were  cleaned  . . .12 

Floors  of  halls  cleaned  .......  7 

Floors  of  dressing-rooms  cleaned  . . . . .13 

Floors  of  passages  cleaned  ......  14 

Walls  of  halls  cleaned  . . . . . .12 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  dressing-rooms  cleaned  . . .17 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  staircases  and  passages  cleaned  . .14 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  water-closets  cleaned  . . . .35 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  urinals  cleaned  .....  8 

Basins  of  water-closets  cleaned  . . . .16 

Urinal  stalls  cleaned  .......  8 

Additional  water-closets  provided  .....  3 

Basin  of  water-closet  renewed  .....  1 

Water-closet  repaired  .......  1 
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Urinal  repaired  .......  1 

Lock  provided  for  water-closet  door  .....  1 

Water-closet  cistern  repaired  ......  1 

Pulls  provided  for  water-closet  cisterns  ....  2 

Ventilation  pipe  repaired  ......  1 

Windows  of  water-closets  repaired  or  re-glazed  ...  3 

Plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings  repaired  .....  2 

Choked  drains  or  pipes  cleared  .....  4 

Accumulations  of  rubbish  removed  .....  1 

PORT  SANITARY  INSPECTION. 

In  accordance  with  the  scheme  of  Port  Sanitary  Administration,  prepared  by  the 
Local  Authority  and  subsequently  approved  by  the  Scottish  Board  of  Health,  465 
vessels — 371  British  and  94  Foreign — were  inspected  during  the  year.  Of  these 
96  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  The  Department  receive  daily  a list  of  all  the 
arrivals  and  departures,  and  all  vessels  from  foreign  ports  are  inspected  as  soon  as 
possible  after  arrival. 

Undernoted  are  particulars  as  to  the  sanitary  defects  or  nuisances  found : — 


Forecastles,  Booms,  &c. 


Floors  dirty  .... 

19 

Port®  defective 

10 

Walls  dirty  . . . . 

12 

Food  stored  in  sleeping  apartment 

1 

Tables  and  benches  dirty 

4 

Heating  stoves  defective  . 

6 

Bunks  and  bedding  dirty 

4 

Ship  sides  leaking  . 

6 

Food  lockers  dirty  . 

11 

Inadequate  ventilation  . 

4 

Galley  dirty  .... 

1 

Inadequate  lighting 

1 

Messroom  dirty 

1 

Drinking  water  tank  defective 

1 

Drinking  water  tank  dirty 

1 

Drinking  water  tank  in  unsuit- 

Forecastles infested  with  vermin 

6 

able  position  . 

1 

Water-closets , 

Wash-houses,  &c. 

Floors  of  w.c.'s  dirty 

6 

Flushing  apparatus  defective  . 

7 

Basins  of  w.c.'s  dirty 

3 

Basin  of  w.c.  defective  . 

1 

Ablution  bench  dirty 

1 

Urinal  choked 

1 

Gear  stored  in  w.c.  apartments 

4 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

There  were,  in  all,  1,736  cases  of  infectious  disease  removed  to,  or  treated  in, 
the  various  hospitals,  and  5,804  cases  were  supervised  at  home.  The  majority  of 
the  latter  were  cases  of  measles  and  whooping  cough,  of  which  there  were,  respectively, 

3,475  and  1,412. 

The  usual  notices  were  in  every  case  served  under  Section  50  (2)  of  the  Public 
Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897,  and  Section  53  (2)  of  the  same  Act. 

There  were  5,487  intimations  made  to  school  teachers,  4,735  houses  and  5,350 
sets  of  clothing  and  bedding  disinfected,  and  599  chaff  beds  destroyed. 
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INTERMENTS. 

Applications  were  received  in  47  cases,  under  Section  69  of  the  Public  Health 
(Scotland)  Act,  1897,  to  bury  unclaimed  bodies  or  the  bodies  of  persons  whose 
relatives  were  unable  to  do  so,  as  compared  with  25  applications  in  1921  and  18  in 
1920. 

Forty-two  of  the  applications  were  granted  at  a cost  to  the  Department  of 
<£94  19s.,  of  which  <£22  12s.  Id.  was  refunded  ly  relatives  and  paid  over  to  the  City 
Chamberlain. 

The  ages  of  the  interred  were: — 27  under  1 year  of  age,  9 between  1 and  12 
years,  and  6 from  12  years  of  age  upwards. 

Thirty-nine  of  the  interments  were  carried  out  in  Trinity  Cemetery,  1 in  Nellfield 
Cemetery,  1 in  St.  Peter’s  Cemetery,  and  1 in  John  Knox  Churchyard. 

PROSECUTIONS. 

Particulars  as  to  the  prosecutions  instituted  by  the  Department  in  the  course 
of  the  year  will  be  found  in  Appendix  IV. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  CUMMING, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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APPENDIX  I. 


STATEMENT  OF  PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND  OTHER  ACTS 


DURING  1922. 

Number. 

Subordinate  Sanitary  Inspectors  employed,  . . . . . .12 

I. — Nuisances. 

Complaints  received,  ..........  2,809 

Intimations  under  Section  19,  ........  5,936 

Notices  served  under  Section  20,  . . . . . . . . . 306 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken,  .......  0 


II. — Workshops. 


Inspections,  ...........  2,912 

Notices  served  under  Section  2 (3)  of  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  . . . 669 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken,  .......  0 

III. — Tents  and  Vans. 

Inspections,  ...........  42 


IV.— Underground  Dwellings. 

Reported  to  Local  Authority,  .........  0 

Notices  to  Owners  (Section  74),  .........  0 


V.— Common  Lodging-Houses. 

On  Register  at  1st  January,  1922,  ..... 

j Registered  during  year  (not  to  include  Renewals), 

Renewals  of  Registration,  ....... 

I Removed  from  Register,  . ..... 

! On  Register  at  31st  December,  1922,  ..... 

’Common  Lodging-Houses  belonging  to  the  Local  Authority,  . 

Inspections  between  8 a.m.  and  10  p. m.,  ..... 

I Inspections  between  10  p.m.  and  8 a.m.,  . .... 

Intimations  of  Irregularities  sent  to  Keepers,  .... 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  reported  to  Medical  Officer  (Section  97), 
Unregistered  Premises  dealt  with,  ..... 

I Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken  (Breaches  of  Bye-laws,  &c.), 

* Meantime  registered  as  a “House  Let  in  Lodgings.” 

VI. — Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. 

On  Register  at  1st  January,  1922,  ..... 

| Registered  during  year,  ....... 

j Removed  from  Register,  ....... 

On  Register  at  31st  December,  1922,  ..... 

Inspections,  . . ..... 

I Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken,  .... 


2 

0 

2 

0 

2 

1 

40 

24 

0 

0 

0 

0 


33 

2 

1 

34 
615 

0 


VII. — Infectious  Diseases. 


Number 


Visits  of  Inquiry,  &c.,  ..........  21,055 

Patients  removed  to  Hospital,  .........  1,623 

Persons  removed  to  House  of  Reception,  . . . . . . . .113 

Notices  served  under  Section  50  (2),^  ^ 

Notices  served  under  Section  53  (2),/ 

Intimations  to  Education  Authorities,  Teachers,  &c.,  ......  5,487 

Houses  and  Premises  disinfected,  ........  4,735 

Sets  of  Clothing,  Bedding,  &c.,  disinfected  or  destroyed,  .....  5,350 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken,  .......  0 


VIII.— Burials. 

Burials  undertaken  in  terms  of  Section  69,  .......  42 


IX. — Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. 


On  Register  at  1st  January,  1922,  ........  564 

Registered  during  year,  ..........  170 

Removed  from  Register,  ..........  82 

On  Register  at  31st  December,  1922,  ........  652 

Inspections,  ...........  2,488 

Contraventions  of  Orders  or  Regulations  dealt  with,  ......  7 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken,  .......  0 


X. — Slaughter-Houses  and  Offensive  Trades. 

Applications  under  Section  32  for  sanction  to  establish,  .....  I 

Applications  granted,  ..........  1 

Applications  under  Section  33  for  Licence  or  Renewal  of  Licence,  ....  7 

Applications  granted,  ..........  7 

Public  Slaughter-Houses  (if  any)  belonging  to  Local  Authority,  0 

Private  Slaughter-Houses, ..........  5 

Unlicensed  Slaughter-Houses  dealt  with,  ......  0 

Inspections  of  Slaughter-Houses,  .........  1,867 

Inspections  of  other  Offensive  Businesses,  .......  2,840 

Number  of  such  other  Offensive  Businesses  at  31st  December,  1922,  ....  48 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken  (Breaches  of  Bye  laws,  &c.),  0 

XI.— Unsound  Food. 

Inspections  under  Section  43,  ........  8,507 

Seizures  of  Unsound  Food,  ........  1,328 

Animals  or  Carcases  or  Articles  of  Food  destroyed  with  Owmer’s  Consent  by  or  at  the 

instance  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  .......  1,328 

Cases  in  which  Owners  of  Unsound  Food  were  prosecuted,  .....  0 


XII.  — Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 
Samples  procured  for  Analysis,  ..... 

Certified  to  be  Genuine,  ...... 

Certified  to  be  Adulterated,  ..... 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken,  . 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  successful, 


608 

575 

33 

17 

17 


65 


XIII.— Rag  Flock  Act,  1911. 

Number. 

Samples  procured  for  Analysis,  . . . . . . . . .13 

Certified  to  conform  to  Board’s  standard,  ...  ...  13 

Certified  not  to  conform  to  Board’s  standard,  .......  0 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken,  .......  0 

XIV.— Bye-Laws. 

Inspections  in  carrying  out  Bye-laws  relating  to — 

(а)  Pig-styes,  ..........  377 

(б)  Other  sanitary  matters,  . . ......  0 


APPENDIX  II. 


INSPECTIONS  OF  FOOD. 


Number  and  Place  of  Inspections  of  Food  during  Year  1922 


Fish  Market,  .... 

330 

Shipping  Sheds,  .... 

73 

Fish-curing  Premises, 

. 1,068 

Slaughter-houses,  ... 

. 1,867 

Meat  Marts,  .... 

. 1,157 

Provision  Curing  Works, 

262 

Wholesale  Warehouses, 

301 

Grocers’  Shops,  .... 

113 

Fishmongers’  Shops,  . 

79 

Fleshers’  Shops, 342 

Fruiterers’  Shops,  ....  38 

Restaurants,  .....  9 

New  Market  Hall,  ....  319 

Street  Markets,  .....  244 

Other  Premises,  .....  2,305 


Total,  . '.  . . 8,507 


Unsound  Food  Seized  or  Destroyed  during  year  1922. 


Weight  in  Lbs. 


Jany.,  . 

00  No-  of 
Oi  Seizures 

O) 

<D 

PQ 

23,441 

*3 

t> 

189 

O 

+3 

3 

237 

is 

s- 

o 

04 

58 

”ci 

sc 

O 

222 

: Game. 

: Poultry. 

Fruit  & 

• Veget’es 

a>  -i 

cl? 

tr  O 

.S  o 

191 

| 

: Butter. 

: Bacon. 

00 

bo 

U 

W 

Feby.,  . 

104 

31,560 

10 

525 

12 

239 

71 

949 

5,320 

54 

March,  . 

126 

26,648 

60 

691 

237 

455 

1,113 

5,152 

April,  . 

125 

29,328 

340 

489 

123 

623 

56 

526 

May, 

170 

29,243 

353 

212 

353 

1,111 

95 

970 

6,160 

June, 

151 

33,885 

279 

316 

454 

671 

156 

108 

543 

4,704 

56 

308 

July,.  . 

90 

15,155 

300 

208 

75 

261 

796 

2,114 

August,  . 

86 

16,064 

... 

91 

168 

168 

16 

1,172 

196 

Sept. , 

103 

15,461 

100 

730 

886 

218 

10,496 

563 

3,150 

9 

Oct.,  . . 

71 

13,296 

123 

363 

359 

229 

16 

3,470 

196 

Nov., 

104 

21,582 

265 

646 

405 

243 

657 

420 

82 

Dec.,  . . 

112 

24,852 

22 

604 

163 

310 

92 

1,142 

568 

2,282 

1,328 

280,515 

2,041 

5,112 

3,293 

4,  / 50 

338 

216 

11,694 

11,518 

29,694 

192 

308 

9 

* Including  offal  where  forming  only  part  of  seizure. 


Food  Inspections. — Summary  for  years  1913  to  1922. 


1913. 

1914. 

1915. 

1916. 

1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

1620. 

1921.  1922. 

Number  of  Inspections,  . 9,750 

10,245 

11,009 

11,100 

11,370 

10,433 

10,416 

9,828 

10,080  8,507 

Number  of  Seizures,  . 730 

908 

1,099 

1,157 

1,052 

1,680 

2,464 

2,504 

1,350  1,328 

Weight  of  Food  Seized 

(Tons),  . . . 123 

142 

125 

399 

96 

173 

270 

272 

133  156 

Number  of  Cases  dealt 

with  by  Magistrates, 

2 

5 

... 

1 

... 

2 

Legal  Proceedings  instituted,  . . . 

1 

3 

1 

2 

Fines  Imposed, 

£5 

£22  7s.  ... 

£5  18s.  6d.  ... 

£10 10s.  ... 

CAUSES  OF  SEIZURE  OF  UNSOUND  FOOD. 


A. — Carcases. 


Disease. 

CATTLE. 

SHEEP. 

SWINE. 

TOTAL. 

Entire 

Carcase 

Part 

Carcase 

Entire 

Carcase 

Part 

Carcase 

Entire 

Carcase 

Part 

Carcase 

Entire  | 
v 'arcase 

Part 

Carcase 

Weight  in 

lbs. 

Tuberculosis, 

221 

310 

5 

226 

310 

224,955 

Septicaemia,  ...... 

2 

2 

1,278 

Metritis,  ....... 

1 

1 

575 

Actinomycosis,  ...... 

i 

i 

27 

Inflammatory  Diseases,  .... 

10 

116 

1 

is 

4 

5 

15 

136 

10,736 

Parasitical  Diseases,  .... 

4 

4 

220 

Suffocation, 

... 

1 

1 

30 

Emaciation, 

2 

15 

4 

21 

1,141 

Fractures  and  Bruising,  .... 

5 

125 

2 

14 

ii 

7 

150 

12,498 

Necrosis,  ....... 

2 

2 

47 

Red  Water,  ...... 

'"2 

1 

2 

1 

1,662 

Joint  111,  ....... 

1 

1 

20 

Dropsy, 

15 

2 

1 

1 

17 

2 

6,694 

Immaturity,  ...... 

4 

4 

210 

Decomposition,  ..... 

25 

39 

77 

4 

"4 

1 

106 

44 

19,248 

Other  Causes,  ...... 

24 

25 

16 

3 

7 

3 

47 

31 

16,370 

Totals,  ...... 

311 

626 

113 

36 

25 

20 

449 

682 

295,711 

B. — Other  Articles  of  Food. 


Articles. 

Where  Seized. 

Lots  and 
Weights. 

Reason  for 
Seizure. 

Fish 

Poultry  and  Game, 

Bacon,  ..... 

Butter, 

Eggs, 

Fruit  (Apples,  Pears,  Dates,  and 
Prunes),  and  Vegetables, 
Tinned  Foods,  .... 

Fish  Market  and  Cold  Store, 
Meat  Marts  and  Cold  Stores, 
Cold  Store,  .... 
Cold  Store,  .... 
Store,  ..... 
Warehouses,  .... 

Grocers’  Shops  and  Ware- 
houses, .... 

lbs. 

(22  lots)  2,694 
(12  „ ) 554 

( 1 ,.  ) 308 

( 3 „ ) 192 

( 1 „ ) 9 

( 5 ,,  ) 11,694 

(183  ,,  ) 11,518 

Decomposition. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Total  Weight,  . . . . 

53,969 

68 


APPENDIX  III. 


LIST  OF  REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS  IN  ABERDEEN  AT  31st  DECEMBER,  1922, 
WITH  NUMBER  OF  EMPLOYEES. 


Description  of  Workshop. 
Agricultural  Implement  Maker, 
Bakers,  .... 

Basketmakers, 

Blacksmiths, 

Bootmakers, 

Bottlers,  .... 

Brushmaker, 

Capmaker,  .... 
Carpet  Shoemaker, 

Cartwrights, 

Carvers  (including  Gilders), 
Confectioners, 

Coopers,  .... 
Corkcutter,  .... 
Corset  Makers,  . 

Cycle  Repairers,  . 

Dentists  (Mechanical), 
Embroiderer, 

Engravers,  . 

Fishcurers,  .... 
Fishdriers,  .... 
Fishing  Net  Makers,  . 

Fish  Packers, 

Fish  Box  Washers, 

Fishing  Tackle  Makers, 
Furniture,  Makers  of,  . 

Gold  Paint  Manufacturer,  . 
Golf  Club  Repairer, 

Gut  or  Tripe  Cleaner,  . 

Health  Salt  Manufacturer,  . 
Ham  Curers, 

Indiarubber  Merchants, 
Joiners,  .... 
Japanner,  .... 
Laundries,  .... 
Mattress  Makers, 

Milliners,  .... 


Number. 

No.  of 
Male 

Employees. 

No.  of 
Female 
Employees. 

1 

— 

— 

42 

58 

53 

2 

11 

— 

19 

37 

— 

25 

22 

1 

11 

29 

25 

1 

3 

— 

1 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

3 

4 

— 

4 

3 

— 

10 

10 

7 

13 

27 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

19 

22 

— 

5 

12 

— 

1 

— 

2 

6 

7 

— 

80 

262 

541 

3 

69 

— 

8 

4 

79 

77 

172 

64 

12 

. 23 

— 

2 

3 

40 

39 

63 

52 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

9 

16 

1 

— 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

16  .«  29 

— 

1 

3 

— 

6 

1 

37 

3 

5 

3 

34 

— 

67 

69 


Description  of  Workshop. 

Motor  Repairers,  .... 

Motor  Car  Trimmings,  Manufacturers  of 
Oil  Manufacturers,  .... 

Optician, 

Organ  Builder,  ..... 

Painters  (including  Glass  Stainers), 
Paper  Bag  Makers,  .... 

Photographers,  ..... 

Piano  Repairers,  ..... 

Picture  Frame  Makers, 

Plaster  Casters  and  Tile  Fixers,  . 
Plumbers,  ...... 

Rag  and  Metal  Merchants,  . 

Riggers, 

Ropemakers,  ..... 
Sackmaker,  ...... 

Saddlers, 

Sailmakers,  ...... 

Saw  Trimmers,  ..... 

Scale  Repairers,  ..... 

Shirt  Maker,  ..... 

Stonecutters,  ..... 

Tailors, 

Taxidermist, 

Tinsmiths,  ...... 

Umbrella  Repairer,  .... 

Undertakers,  ..... 

Venetian  Blind  Maker, 

Watchmakers  and  Jewellers, 

Wearing  Apparel,  Makers  of 
Wigmakers,  ..... 

Wi  reworker,  ..... 


No.  of  No.  of 

Male  Female 

Number.  Employees.  Employees. 


o 

2 

11 

— 

o 

6 

— 

1 

2 

— 

30 

216 

2 

2 

— 

51 

12 

6 

22 

5 

10 

4 

7 

16 

1 

6 

18 

— 

27 

75 

— 

11 

7 

24 

4 

15 

— 

2 

5 

— 

1 

3 

— 

9 

12 

3 

2 

6 

— 

3 

2 

— 

2 

4 

— 

1 

— 

7 

8 

13 

103 

187 

•218 

1 

- 

2 

8 

26 

— 

1 

1 

— 

5 

14* 

5 

1 

1 

— 

19 

29 

— 

78 

— 

272 

3 

3 

j 

1 

3 

— 

817 

1589 

1609 

Totals. 
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